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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


CARBOLIC ACID—ITS USES AND AP. 
PLICATIONS. 
By C. H. Tipp, M. D. 
Of Middleport, Ohio. é 
Read bef re the Meigs and Mason Academy of Medicine, 
February 22d, 1872.] 

This agent is known by several names, viz. : 
phenylic acid, phenic acid, hydrated oxide 
of phenyl, phenylic alcohol, etc. 

History—It was discovered first by Runes, 
in 1834, who gave it the name of carbolic 
acid. In 1841 LAURENT investigated it thor 
oughly, and considered it as the hydrated oxide 
of a peculiar compound radical, called pheny]! ; 
he therefore called it hydrated oxide of phenyl. 
Its acid properties, however, having been sub- 
sequently discovered, it received the name of 
phenic acid, but out of consideration for the 
original discoverer chemical writers usually 
adhere to the title which he gave it of carbolic 
acid. 

This acid exists in some unknown combina- 
tion, in that portion of coal-tar which distils 
out between 300° and 400° F. This, when 
mixed with a hot concentrated solution of 
hydrate of potassa, is resolved, on the addition 
of water, into a light oil, and a heavier alka- 
line liquid. If the latter be separated and neu- 
tralized with muriatic acid, carbolic acid 
will be disengaged in an impure state and will 
float upon the surface in the form of a light 
oil. By distilling by dried chloride of calcium 
to separate water, and exposing the distillate 
toa low temperature, the carbolic acid con- 
geals in the form of a colorless crystalline 
mass, which is to be separated from the ac- 
companying liquid by pressure in fibulous 





paper. These crystals melt at 95° and form 
the liquid acid. A permanent solution can 
also be made by meltiag the crystals, and add- 
ing five drops of pure water, which is probably 
the most convenient way of preparing it for 


‘ready use. As found in the shops, it is of two 


kinds. One in the form of cungealed crystals 
which is chemically pure, and alone ought to 
be used for medical purposes. The other is of 
a brown or tan color, and is only fit for use as 
a disinfectant, and ought not, under any cir- 
cumstances, to be used as a therapeutical 
agent. 

In the pure and undiluted form, carbolic 
acid is locally powerfully irritant and escha- 
rotic, and when applied to the skin causes 
a sharp pain, lasting about an hour, and 
accompanied by a peculiar whitening of 
the skin, which is followed by severe in- 
flammation and separation of the epider- 
mis. Taken internally in large quantities, 
and in a concentrated state, it operates as an 
irritant and corrosive poison, producing-all 
the symptoms usual to other agents of the 
same class. _ 

In its action upon the system it closely re- 
sembles creasote, and the latter may very 
often be substituted for it with good results ; 
but in most cases carbolic acid is far prefer- 
able, owing to the fact that it is not nearly so. 
acrid as is creasote. Taken in proper medi- 
cinal doses, this remedy acts as a gentle irri- 
tant to the alimentary mucous membrane, and 
being absorbed into the circulation, probably 
escapes through the kidneys, and by exhal- 
ation from the bronchial mucous membrane, 
thus acting as a diuretic and expectorant, and 
at the same time as an alterative to the urin- 
ary and respiratory passages. It is also stin - 
ulant to the circulation and seems to exert a 
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powerful influence on the brain when taken 
in overdoses. It has also been found to pos- 
sess ansesthetic and styptic properties by cer- 
tain writers, especially the French, who have 
lately devotéd much time to the study of its 
action. 7.5 grains are said to be sufficient to 
preserve a human corpse. When applied in 
solution to ulcers, wounds and other sores of 
whatever class, it acts as a detergent, disin- 
fectant wash, a powerful stimulant and alter- 
ative, or a mild caustic, according to the 
strength of the application. It has also been 
found useful in unhealthy or chronic inflam- 
mations, and has recently been employed with 
marked advantage as an hemostatic. It is a 
remedy or agent highly prized by dentists, 
who use it largely in the treatment of alveo- 
lar abscess and in caries of the teeth. Thus 
it supplies a vacancy long felt by them and 
which no other agent was capable of filling. 
Given internally it is strongly recommended 
in diarrhea, especially where it is dependent 
on the action of putrescent miasma on the 
system. In violent and persistent emesis, as 
well as in dyspepsia with great pain after eat- 
ing, it acts speedily and promptly, often 
affording marked relief even after all other 
agents have failed. But by far the most im- 
portant property of this remedy, both as a 
therapeutic and preventive agent, is its de- 
structive influence over the lower grades of 
organic life, whether vegetable or animal, as 
in a solution containing only one part of the 
acid to 500 parts of water, it instantly destroys 
‘vegetable mould as well as minute or micro- 
scopic animalcules. Through this power it 
-checks the proper fermentations, including the 
putrefactive, and thus acts powerfully as an 
antiseptic or disinfecting agent, operating 
with wonderful efficiency in correcting or pre- 
venting putrefaction in animal substances ; and 
it produces the same effect in the living human 
‘subject, and through the same influence cor- 
‘rects or suppresses those fermentative pro- 
cesses in the body, which often lead to the 
most serious results, as purulent infection, pois- 
-oned dissecting wounds, carbunculous diseases, 
‘hospital gangrene, etc. 

There is probably no agent more highly 
valued than this, by many of our practitioners, 
in the treatment of chronic inflammation of the 
bronchial tubes, as well asin diseases of the 
urinary passages attended with offensive 
purulent discharges, in which cases it comes 
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(as I believe) in positive contact with the 
morbid cause, through the process of absorp. 
tion. Through its parasiticidal ivfluence, 
carbolic acid is highly useful as a local appli- 
cation in all diseases which are connected 
or dependent on the presence of microscopic 
plants or animals; hence its usefulness in 
scabies, the different forms of prurigo and 
trichiasis in the throats of infants, in pityriasis. 
versicolor, and in all cases of minute vermin 
affecting the body. It has also been highly 
recommended in the treatment of diphtheria, 
scarletina anginosa, ozena, purulent ostitis, 
leucorrhea and offensive lochial discharges. 
In the treatment of these latter affections it 
might probably be used in solution, of strength 
varied so a3 to suit the particular case in 
which it is used, say from 5 gtts. to 40 gtts. to 
each ounce of water. 

Applied in the form of an ointment, con- 
taining from gtts. 2 to gtts. 5, to 3}. of lard or 
simple cerate, it is useful to relieve the offen- 
sive, morbid secretions in the axilla, groins, 
between the toes, etc. The dose for internal 
administration is from grs. 1 to grs. 3, if the 
crystals are used, or an equal number of 


‘drops, provided the solution is made as spoken 


of heretofore, one drop of this so nearly rep- 
resenting a grain as to be safe to use in this 
way. The best menstruum for administering 
this agent, probably, is glycerine, as this 
holds it in solution in all proportions. For 
external applications we may vary the 
strength as the case seems to demand. For 
the slighter skin diseases 2 parts of acid to 100 
parts water will usually suffice. The above is 
about tbe proper strength for most bronchial, 
laryngeal and nasal affections. 

In the treatment of burns this acid has 
proven to be almost invaluable ; when ap- 
plied to the burned surface it gives almost in- 
stant relief. Probably one of the best formn- 
las in most cases of burns is the following: 

RB. Acidi carbolici, ts.v. 
Oleum lini, 5 M. 

Sig.—Apply frequently. 

This may be made either stronger or 
weaker as the case demands. In the treat 
ment of wounds, whether incised, punctured 
or perforated, as well as in compound frac- 
tures, stumps of amputated limbs, etc., etc., 
this remedy is invaluable, and should, in our 
opinion, be used in the following manner: 
The first application should be, of nearly the 
full strength, being applied to all accessible 
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of the wound, in order completely to de- 
stroy all septic germs that may have entered 
the wound with the air at the occurrence of 
the accident. The next step is to cover the 
surface of the wound and a portion of the sur- 
rounding healthy skia with a pledget of lint 
saturated with a weak solution of the acid, in 
order to prevent the introduction of any sep- 
tic agent from the atmosphere, or along the 
eurrent of blood, etc., which may be oozing 
from the wounded surfaces and making its 
escape ; this should be constantly applied till 
the wound is healed. The lint is usually kept 
in situ by bandages, or coverings of tin or 
felt. By far the better method would be to 
apply pure and properly prepared carbolized 
gauze, which answers a far better purpose 
than either bandages of cotton or caps of tin 
or felt. Prof. P. G. CONNER, of the Medical 
College of Ohio, obtained some of this gauze 
in Europe last summer, and alzo the formula 
for the preparation of it, which, I trust, he 
will publish at some time not far distant, so 
that all may have a chance to try it. I am 
well satisfied that when it is once thoroughly 
tested all will admit its efficiency. 

When this plan is faithfully carried out, we 
are rarely, if ever, troubled either with exten- 
sive suppuration or sloughing, and when it has 
been adopted in hospital wards pyemia, gap- 
grene or erysipelas are rarely to be seen ; and 
the same is applicable to private practice. 

As a disinfectant for sick rooms this agent 
has no superior, and we very much doubt if it 
has an equal in contagious diseases, such as 
cholera, small-pox, etc. Not only is marked 
benefit and protection derived from the use 
of it in and around the rooms occupied by the 
patient, but it should be sprinkled in the ves- 
sels used by them as well as in and around the 
closets where the discharges are emptied, and 
recently some physicians have noticed marked 
benefit in sponging the bodies of such patients 
with a very weak solution containing 1 part 
acid to 160 parts water. 


In the opening of abscesses much pain is 
spared to the patient, and much annoyance to 
the physician in the after treatment, by oper- 
ating under the carbolic acid spray. In the 
treatment of obstinate ulcers this remedy has 
been used with marked benefit when all other 
means had failed. Some such have recently 
fallen under my own observation, when a 
speedy cure was effected by the use of carbolic 
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acid freely applied and the wound being kept 

covered by lint. LEMAIRE recommends it 

very highly in the treatment of tinea-capitis, 

and gives the following formula for its use : 
Rk. <Acidi carbolici, ss. 


ijss. 
Zijss. M. 


Acidi acetici, 
Aque destillate, 
Sig.—Apply pro re nata. 


Dr. IsH am, of Cincinnati, O., reports a case 
of varicose veins cured by the application of 
carbolic acid of fall strength.* Prof. W. W. 
Dawson, of Cincinnati, O., reports two cases 
of compound fractures, and one of epithelial 
cancer, occurring in his own practice, which 
were successfully treated with this agent, the 
union of the wounded surfaces being com- 
plete and without the least trace of suppur- 
ation.t 

Dr. Scorr, of Dumfries, speaks very highly 
of this agent in the prevention of pitting after 
small-pox ; also in preventing disfiguration of 
the body after severe burns. He adds 1 part 
of the acid to 8 parts of olive oil, and keeps it 
constantly applied to the affected parts. This 
not only prevents marking, but proves very 
grateful to the patient by allaying the itch- 
ing and irritation, thus relieving them of an 
almost uncontrollable desire to scratch the 
scabs off the sores.t 

Dr. WOLF, in anarticlein the Medical Times 
and Gazette for November 25, 1865, speaks of 
the use of this remedy in phthisis, and refers 
to its use on 200 to 300 patients in the convales- 
cent hospitals in France. The mode of ad- 
ministration was as follows: 15 grs. of pure 
acid are dissolved in 3ij of spirits and the so- 
lution mixed with 3xxxij of water. This 
amount is given daily, partly by inhalation 
and partly by the stomach. Great benefit 
was derived in most of these cases. 

Dr. DUNCAN reports a casell of obstinate 
dysmenorrhea cured by direct application of 
carbolic acid to the os uteri, using, at the 
same time, general tonics, to build up the sys- 
tem. 

Dr.T. Curtis Smita, of Middleport, O., has 
furnished me the notes of a case of membran- 
ous dysmenorrhea of sixteen years’ stand- - 
ing, which he successfully treated with this 
agent. Five applications were made to the 
entire cavity of the uterus, with acid of full 
strength. After the first application the dis- 

*Clinic, vol. 1, p. 34. 

Clinic, vol. 1, p. 57. 


{Edinburgh Medical Journal, August, 1871. 
||Mzp, AnD SuRc. Reporter, 1871, p. 445. 
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charge was increased, but with each succeed- 
ing one it was decreased, and finally ceased 
altogether. He also reports a case of abscess 
in the maxillary antrum, which, after opening 
the skin, was treated with injections of zinci 
sulphas, plumbi acetas, and many other astrin- 
gents, with the view of stopping or prevent- 
ing suppuration, but all to no avail. He then 
injected carbolic acid dil.,and in four weeks 
the case was discharged cured. I should 
add that after puncturing the skin the bone 
was found to be caried so that the nozzle of 
@ small syringe could be inserted, and the so- 
lutions injected. He has also found it very 
useful in the treatment of stomatitis, cancrum 
oris, nursing sore mouth, and many other dis- 
eases of the vocal cavity. Dr. GUTTERIDGE 
reports* seven cases of compound fracture, in 
which he treated the external wound exclu- 
sively with carbolicacid. In all of these cases 
recovery was complete, and with very little 
suppuration. 

Dr. MorTON reportst scveral cases of lace- 
rated and contused wounds which he success- 
fully treated with this agent. In each of these 
eases recovery was perfect, and suppuration 
very slight. 

Dr. W. PLAYFAIRB reports{ the successful 
treatment and cure of three cases of uterme 
catarrh, by the internal application of carbolic 
acid, after other measures had failed, the 
treatment‘ occupying from four to six months 
in each case. 

EEwARD R. BICKERSTETH reports|| a case 
of suppurative synovitis of the knee joint, in 
which the joint was opened and thoroughly 
washed out with a lotion of carbolic acid; re 
covery in this case was perfect, with a mova- 
ble joint. We might gather and cite many 
more instances in which this remedy has 
proven itself to be invaluable to the physi- 
cian, as in the treatment of chancres, wounds 
of various kinds, inverted toe-nails, with ul- 
cerations, various forms of inflammation, etc., 
etc., but think that enongh has been said to 
convince all of its efficacy. While we are well 
- aware that very many eminent surgeons speak 
adversely of this agent as an antiseptic, in 
fact many denounce all forms of antiseptic 
dressings, simply, we think, because they 
have failed to derive any benefits from their 


* London Lar. cet, 1870, p. 82. 

tLendon Lancet, 1870, pp. 252 to 259. 
London Lancet, 1870, pp. 551 and 552, 
London Lancet, 1870, pp. 589 and 590, 
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use. Their failures, I think, are attributable 
to some mistake or neglect in the application, 
and not to the intricacy of the dressing itself, 
as mauy of them claim; and a great many are 
unwilling to devote the necessary time and 
care in its application, which are necessarily 
required to render this plan successful, hence 
they deem that its advantages must be nil, 

Thanking you, gentlemen, for your attention. 
I now leave the subject with you for your dis. 
cussion, trusting that I have been enabled to 
give some hints which may prove usefal to 
you in practice. 


ULCER OF LEFT BROAD LIGAMENT— 
RUPTURE OF UTERINE ARTERY— 
DEATH—AUTOPSY. 


By G. H. Fisusurn, M, D., 


Of Lock Haven, Pa. 

On Saturday morning, March 3, 1872, Dr. 
Hayes of this city was called to visit Mrs. A., 
set. 24, who he was told was taken suddenly 
very ill. On his arrival at her home he found 
the following history and condition: The pa- 
tient, when she arose in the morning, was en- 
joying her usual health, and proceeded to do 
her housework. She commenced baking and 
preparing dinner at the same time, and while 
doing so lifted quickly a sack of flour, which 
effort was speedily followed by a desire to 
evacuate the bladder, and a little later by 
pains simulating labor pains. The husband 
was called and found her in this condition. 
At this juncture Dr. HAYEs was summoned, 
and after a careful examination diagnosed the 
pains to be those resulting from some local 
irritating trouble, and not those of premature 
labor. He prescribed opium and camphor, 
with but litle effect. In the evening Dr. 
ARMSTRONG (Dr. HAYEs’ partner) called, and 
from the appearance of the patient as h> en- 
tered the room, he thought she was “ flood- 
ing,” but on examination he found the condi- 
tion of the uterus normal, and no trouble of 
that kind whatever, but that she was as he 
supposed, suffering from internal hemorrhage 
in the cavity of the abdomen, yet he was una- 
ble to ascertain precisely where. The patient 
experienced great difficulty of breathing, es- 
pecially with the expiratory movements, fre- 
quently crying, ‘‘ Breathe for me,O breathe 
for me.” The extremities, ears, nose and 
hands were cold, and all the symptoms of 
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rapid loss of blood were manifest. Dr. A. 
then informed the family of the utter impos- 
sibility of recovery. The patient died on 
Wednesday. 

On Wednesday Dr. WATSON and myself 
were called by Drs. ARMSTRONG and HAYEs, 
to make a post-mortem examination, which 
was done at 10 o0’clock A. M., with the fol- 
lowing result: Upon opening the cavity of 
the abdomen we found the viscera, especially 
the omentum, markedly tinged with blood, 
and the cavity of the peivis completely filled 
with a clot, while the different parts of the 
abdominal cavity contained large quantities 
of dark, fluid blood. We removed the clot 
and fluid blood, and proceeded to examine 
farther: the ovaries, falopian tubes, uterus, 
winary bladder, spleen, and intestines were 
healthy. Upon raising the broad ligament of 
the left side, we found an ulcer about an inch 
in diameter and extending through the liga- 
ment just above its attachment to the uterus, 
and the uterine artery sloughed off. This 
satisfied us, both as to the cause of death and 
the correctness of the diagnosis. The appear- 
ance of the ulcer was very unhealthy, and ap- 
peared as if it had been going on for a long 
time. There was a clot of blood in the artery 
at the point uf rupture, but, otherwise, the 
vessel was entirely empty and patulous. The 
patient previous to this attack or injury did 
not complain of either pain or sickness at all, 
but seemed cheerful and well at all times. 
She had in one of her labors some trouble 
from adherent placenta. 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


ABSTRACT OF TRANSACTIONS OF 
MEDICO CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Yearly Report. 
Urethral Calculus. 


February, 1871. Dr. Morris reported a case 
of urethral calculus, which was removed, and 
thowed the instrument he used for its re- 
moval, which may be described as follows: 
Two curettes with their concavities facing 
each other, working in a canula by an ingen- 
lous contrivance. The size of the calculus 
was haif an inch long and seven-sixteenths of 
an inch broad. It was the largest the doctor 
ever saw removed without the lithotribe from 
the female urethra. 

Dr. Bernardy reported two cases of abdomi- 
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nal neuralgia (similar cases having been re- 
ported in Rankin’s abstract). Both were re- 
lieved by the use of chloral and bromide of 
ammonium. 

Malposition of the Funis. 

Dr. McRean reported four cases in which 
the funis was around the neck, in all produc- 
ing an almost asphyxiated condition, from 
which one died, but no mark was observed. 

Dr. Millick reported one in which there were 
four coils around the neck, and he was obliged 
to rupture the membranes and remove three 
coils before the head could descend; the other 
coil remained until after the head was deliy- 
ered, but no mark was observable. 

Dr. Morris reported a case in which the 
funis was four times around the neck, snd pre- 
vented the descent of the head. Not being 
able to remove it, he delivered an asphyxiated 
child with the forceps, but by prompt treat- 
ment it wassaved. There was a mark around 
the neck, which the doctor attributed to the 
pressure of the cord during traction. He also 
reported a case in which there was a complete 
square knot in the funis, and two years ago he 
saw a case in which there were two kaota. 

Dr. Gruel, in explanation, said that Prof. 
Breit, of Tibingen, Wurtemburg, demen- 
strated the formation of these knots, by sup- 
posing that the cord being long and the fetus 
rolling in the liquor amnii turns through » 
loop of the cord, and thus the knot is m.d.. 

Dr. Curran stated he had several cases iu 
which the cord was drawn quite firmly around 
the neck, but never observed any mark ex- 
cept when the forceps had been used and 
traction made. Dr. Millick reported a case 
in which the anterior and posterior fontanel- 
lis were absent, and were replaced by a de- 
ficiency between the squamous portion of the 
temporal and parietal bones on the lett side 
of the head of the child, the deficiency being 
three inches long by two broad. I: simulated 
acaput succidaneum. The opening is filling 
up quite rapidly by bony tissu. 

A Cause of Abortion. 

He also reported the case of alady who, 
three years ago, became pregnant. At eight 
months contraction of the uterus occurred, 
without apy other signs of commencing par- 
turition. After giving chloral the contraction 
ceased for one week when labor came on, and 
he delivered her of a dead child. She became 
pregnant again, and at eight months contrac- 
tion of the uterus again occurred, which was 
again relieved by chloral for a week, when 
she gave birth to a dead caild. She again be- 
came pregnant and the contractions of the 
uterus occurred at seven months, when she 
was relieved by the use of chloral, and was 
placed in bed and kept there six weeks, 
when she gave birth to a full-term child. In- 
ternal manipulations were being made to 
check the subsequent hemorrhage, when it 
was discovered that she had a fibroid tumor 
attached to the left side of the uterus, about 
one inch above the internal os. It was about 
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three inches in diameter and of a semi-globu- 
lar form, with the base attached firmly to the 
uterine walls, it having no pedicle. The sur- 
face of the tumor appeared rough and inden- 
tated, and intensely hard and firm. Consider- 
able bemorrhage octurred, which was orly 
checked by external manipulations, the use 
of ice locally to the abdomen and full 
doses of ergot. The use of ergot was 
continued for days, with the intention of 
causing absorption of the tumor by tke pres- 
sure from the contraction of the uterine walls. 
The pain con-equent upon the use of the ergot 
was so intense that morphia was requisite to 
prevent convulsions ; but it did not affect the 
contraction, while it relieved the pain and 
produced sleep. The mammary secretion was 
establ shed on the third day after parturition, 
but was entirely checked the following day by 
an attack of uterine pin. I[t was established 
agaiu three days afver, and has siuce remained. 
Previous to her deliverv. while she was con- 
fined to bed, examinations detected, about 
every alternate day, a dilated os uteri, 
which as often contracted, and finally, when 
parturition came on, the os was firmly con- 
tracted, aud was with difficulty dilated by the 
desce:.t of the head. Thirteen days after par- 
turition external palpation revealed the fact 
that the size of the uterus had diminished 
trom about five inches long by four broad, to 
very pearly the pormal size of the unimpreg- 
nated uterus, and that the tumor rested in the 
left iliac fossa, causing sharp par xysmal paiu 


The Use of Ergot. 


Dr. Gruel asked if there could not some- 
thing be done to prevent the promiscuous use 
of secale cornutum by midwives and empirics. 
They always give it too early and it pr: duces 
asphyxia by its continuou~ pressure, and in the 
cases he saw three out of twenty died. In all 
these twenty cases the placenta followed the 
child in at least one-half mipvute,and the in- 
fants uniformly were born blue. They fre- 
quently give it before any attempt has been 
made at a diagnosis. He reported a case in 
which a midwife had given ergot, and the ex- 
amination revealed a presentation of the back, 
avd death was the result. He also reporteda 
case occurring in Europe, in which a student 
gave secale cornutum, aud te mother and 
child both died, for which he would have been 
meen had it not been for his social status. 

e stated, also, that he never gives ergot un- 
less the pains are very weak or have actually 
ceased. He does not even use it to prevent 
post-partum hemorrhage, but relies upon ex- 
ternal aud internal manipulation. 

Dr.‘ urran corroborated the statements of 
Dr. Gruel, and reported a case of footling pre- 
sentation, in wich a midwife had given ergot 
aud death was the result. He thought, also, 
that it was only in those cases in which the 
presentation was abnormal, or where is was 
given too early, that death resulted. 

Dr. Morris reported a case of carcinoma of 
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the uterus, which he treated with injections 
of per-sulphate of iron to prevent hemor. 
rhage and check the ulceration, but notwith- 
standing the patient sank rapidly and died. 


Puerperal Convulsions. 


March 28th, 1871, Dr. Eshleman reported a 
case of puerperal convulsions which he treated 
with hydrated chloral successfully. She had 
been delivered by a homeopathic physician. 
When Dr. E. was called in he attempted to 
bleed, but no blood would flow. He then ad. 
ministered one drachm of chloral. She had 
one convulsion after its administration. He 
then gave two drachms, and she had no more 
convulsions all night. He stated he treated a 
similar case with chloral, but he also bled, 
and hence did not attribute the cessation of 
convulsions to the chloral; and she too had 
convulsions under the use of 15 grs. of the 
chloral, but they entirely ceased when two 
drachms were given. In answer toan inquiry, 
the doctor stated the symptoms: puise 160, 
pupils widely dilated, eyes divergent, respira- 
tion short and stertorous; the pupils contract- 
ed under the use of chloral. 

Dr. Taylor remarked that it was his experi- 
ence tbat small doses of chloral produced ex- 
citement. 

Dr. Leidy suggested the propriety of push- 
ing the use of chloral in all cases when it was 
found to excite, until quietness of the system 
was attained. 

Dr. Morris reported a case of ovarian tumor 
in a maiden lady 36 years of age, from which 
ascites and hydrothorax occurred. He per- 
formed paracentesis successfully, and found the 
tumor occupied one-half the abdominal cavity. 
She died shortly after the tapping, and the 
post-mortem examination fully. corroborated 
the diagnosis. 

Sudden Death. 

Dr. Collins reported a case of death from 
syncope during an attack of typhoid fever. 
A young lady, 20 years old, having begun to 
convalesce, was allowed to sit up on the 9th 
day of the disease, when syncope occurred, 
and she died in a few minutes. The heart 
ceased to act from want of muscular power. 
The doctor stated the case merely to caution 
bis fellow-practitioners from allowing any ut- 
due exertion in such cxses. 

Dr. Eshleman reported a case of death from 


heart clot in a child suffering from diphtheri- 


tic stomatitis, and stated that the post-mortem 
examination revealed several heart clots, 
which were several days old. The heart was 
large and firm. He removed several firm clots 
from the subclavian veins, well organized. 
The doctor thought that these clots formed as 
a consequence of the condition of the blood. 

Dr. Leidy remarked that it has been his ex- 
perience that in all vitiated conditions of the 
blood he has found such heart clots, and espe- 
cially in diphtheritic conditions, he has seen 8 
complete mould of aorta removed. 

Dr. Collins said the most remarkable heart 
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clot in his experience he saw at a post-mortem 
of an old lady, et. 80 years. She died while 
taking a bath. The center of the clot was 
most firmly organized. He thought it had 
formed from day to day, and finally it acted as 
a plug and a the current of blood. The 
doctor asked : Can we reason from the density 
of the center the age of the clot? 

Dr. Leidy thought not. 

Dr. Eshleman stated that he saw a heart 
clot which resembled fat, and was of a fibrin- 
ous variety, in a case of angina pectoris. There 
was also atheroma of the aorta. 

Dr. Collins made some extended remarks 
on the subject of heart clots, especially in 
vitiated conditions of the blood, and demon- 
strated his remarks by giving an instance of a 
lady who, dying of an abortion, on post-mortem 
fibrinous clots were found through the entire 
liver or lower lobes of the lings. How far 
is this role to be prolonged into all the modes 
and causes of death? Is pyemia or embolism 
to be taken into account in every form of 
death? If so, vuridea of death must be some- 
what modified. 

Poisoning by Atropia. 

April. Drs. Millick and Keiper reported 
copjointly a case of atropia poisoning which 
came under their care. A patient, a lady, at 
the clinic of Dr. Keiper at the Eye and Ear 
Infirmary, was under treatment for rheumatic 
iritis, in which a six-grain solution of airopine 
was being used as a collyrium as well as in- 
ternal treatment. By mistake she took the 
atropine solution for the internal medicine, in 
quantity of about one grain of atropia. Dis- 
covering the mistake, she immediately drank 
hot coffee, thinking it would help her, but in- 
stead of which it assisted the absorption. Be- 
coming alarmed she sent to the druggist, who 
gave her a mustard emetic, which com- 

letely emptied her stomach; but enough 

d been absorbed to produce the following 
symptoms: Two hours afterward, when Dr. 
Millick saw her, she was in a state of intense 
excitement, the skin greatly congested, face, 
hands and whole body swollen and bloated, 
mind delirious, sensibility suspended and vio- 
lent clonic spasms at times ot the limbs, pu- 
pils dilated to their fullest extent, thirst in- 
tense, speech thick and clogged, tongue and 
throat swollen. Dr. Millick gave one-half 
graia of morphia by stomach, and stimulants 
of brandy and ammonia internally, and she 
was sinking rapidly. In about one hour after, 
Dr. Keiper arrived, when he injected one- 
third of a grain of morphia hypodermically 
Waiting ten minutes and seeing very little re- 
action, one-third of a grain of morphia more 
was injected, soon after which reaction was 
perceived, the pupils contracting, sensibility 
of skin returning. Ice was now applied to 
the head, and patient allowed to remain quiet. 
In the evening, on visiting her again, she 
Was still improving, but entire sensibility did 
hot return until the next morning. 

Remarks were then made by the gentlemen 
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present in regard to the antidotal effect of 
morphia in casesof atropia poisoning and 
several cases of interest reported. 


Gray Atrophy of the Optic Disk. 


Dr. Keyser made some remarks on the re- 
covery of sight after gray atrophy of the optic 
disks, and presented a patient who had been 
under treaiment at his clinic in the Philadel- 
phia Eye and Ear Infirmary. When the pa- 
tient first cam: to his clinic he was perfectly 
blind ; not the least perception of light, bay- 
ing become suddenly so three months before. 
The pupils were dilated as in cases of amau- 
rosis, not making the slightest reaction on 
exposure from dark to light. 

n ophthulmoseopic examination both optic 
papille were found very white and pearly ; 
the retinal arteries very much reduced in size, 
being like fine threads; the veins were full, 
but not more so than in the normal condition. 
In the right eye there was an embolic of one 
of the lower branches of the central retinal 
artery, it being perfectly empty from the edge 
of the optic disk, leaving a clear white thread- 
like line, while the part lying in the optic pa- 
pilla was full and red. 

The healtb of the patient was very good ; 
no copatitutional ner syphilitic disease. Find- 
ing no perceptible cause for it except the sup- 
position that there had been a hemorrhage or 
an effusion of some kind along the optic tract, 
iodide of potassium was given internally in 
eight grain doses three times daily for some 
time, to assist in the absorption of any effu- 
sion, if such should be the case, and on Janu- 
ary 1, 1870, to relieve the tension, which was 
slightly increased, and to ullow the central 
arieries to fill up, thus elevating the nutrition 
of the retinz paracentesis of the corneze, was 
performed. <A few days after the operation 
the patient perceived bright lights, as from a 
lamp or rays of the sun. On Febrvary 10, 
1870, paracentesis cornese was again made and 
the iodice of potassium continued with the 
1-50th grain of sulphate of strychnia three 
times daily. After the second operation the 
perception of light became very distinct, and 
by July Ist large objects could be seen. July 
10th, while sitting in the clinic he suddenly 
cried out that some letters on the wa!ls could 
be seen, and spelled the words correctly from 
a card sign hanging up against the wall On 
close and minute examination there was found 
to be sight Sn. a in the left eye at a distance 


only in a contracted field of five inches. Near 
vision there was none. The right eye at this 
time could only perceive light. There was 
divergent strabismus of 2’’’, the patient de- 
nying ever having any strabismus before. The 
iodide of potassium was continued, with an in- 
crease in the dose of the strychnia to 1-40 


n. 
During the summer the sharpness of sight 


continued to improve; the right eye having 
better accommodation for near objects than 
the left, while with the left one the vision for 
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distance was the better. L. eye Sn. ; R. 
eye Sn. 4. The size of the field continued 


the same in both eyes, about five inches, as 
first measured. The perception of colors 
perfect in either eye. In October following 
erysipelas of the face set in, lasting some two 
weeks ; after recovery therefrom the sight of 
both eyes had receded to about half what it 
was, so in November paracentesis of the cor- 
nea was again made, and the dose of strych- 
nia increased to 1-30 grain combined with one 
grain of pyrophosphate of iron. After which 


the sight recovered again to the former stand- 


ard L. E. distance Sn. * near vision Jig 14— 


R. E. Sn. 2- near Jig 3—which you perceive 
this evening on examination. 

During all this time the vessels have not 
changed in the least ; the arteries being still 
very small, and the branch spoken of before 
like a white thread, has become obliterated. 
The optic disks remain unaltered, being still 
white and pearly; the field of vision has in- 
creased only about one to one and a half 


Periscope, 
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inches outward in each eye, while the inner, 
upper and lower lines remain the same. 


Tn this case there was a total blindness of 
five months before the vision began to return, 
and nothing seemed to assist it as much ag 
the paracentesis corneze, for after each opera. 
tion there was at once improvement of vision, 
The field of vision being alike in both eyes, 
shows, no doubt, that whatever is the cause 
is acting alike on the optic tracts and nerves, 
But at the same time the nerves of accommo. 
dation (the oculo-motors) .re acted upon dif. 
ferently, there being more accommodative 
power in the right eye than in the left, which 
has been so from the wes poco ha the first 
return of vision. No glass could be found that 
would assist the accommodation. The pupils 
have, however, contracted to the normal 
standard, and are easily acted on by light. 
The optic disks remaining unaltered through- 
out the whole time, bear out still further the 
statement of Ozlesby, that ‘It is not essen- 
tial that an optic disk, once atrophied, should 
resume its normal appearance in order to re- 
gain its functional powers.” 





EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. 


The Treatment of Uterine Neuralgia. 


Dr. JoHN CHAPMAN, M.R.C.P., M.R.C.S , 
Physician to the Farringdon Dispensary, says 
on this topic in the Medical Press and Circular : 

According to the general confession of the 
profession uterine neuralgia and its complica- 
tions form part of that large group of mala- 
dies the treatment of which has always been 
extremely unsatisfactory. Its chief aim, of 
course, has been to overcome the chief evil, 
pain ; and, secondarily, it has been directed 
to effect the removal of uterine congestion or 
inflammation, to facilitate the menstrual pro- 
cess, and to improve the general health. The 
pain is usually combated by narcotics, by nau- 
seating remedies, by warm baths, and by the 
application of sedatives both to the hypogas- 
tric region and per vaginam. In those cases 
in which congestive or inflammatory symp- 
toms are present local depletion is urgently 
recommended, and in some cases even general 
bleeding is also advised. Improvement of the 
general health is sought to be effected by ton- 
ics, exercise, or bracing climate, and an abun- 
dance of fresh air. The success achieved by 
these practices is, as a general rule, so deplo- 
rably slight that uterine neuralgia and its 
kindred maladies have long held a conspicu- 
ous place among the opprobria of medicine; 





and, indeed, this can be no matter of surprise 
if the pathology of these affections as sketched 
above be true; for obviously the therapeuti- 
cal desideratum is a power of lessening the 
energy of the nervous centers im licated. and 
none of the remedies enumerated above pos- 
sess that power except when so used as seri- 
ously to impair the general health, and, in- 
deed, to prove dangerous to life itself. That 
therapeutical desideratum is, however, accord- 
ing to my experience, completely fulfiiled by 
the spinal ice-bag, suztably applied from 30 to 
90 or even 120 minutes two or three timesa 
day. I say**suitably applied,’’ because its 
tolerance, its harmlessness, and its efficacy de- 
pend on the fulfilment of this condition. If 
the patient does not suffer from headache, 
and if her lungs are quite healthy, the ice-bag 
may be advantageously applied along the 
spine from the middle of the cervical region 
down to the third or fourth vertebra, but not 


er. 

Headache, with cerebral hyperzmia as its 
proximate cause is, however, a frequent con- 
comitant of uterine neuralgia, and in such 
cases cold ought not to be applied along the 
upper part of the spine, but should extend 
ouly along the six or eight lower dorsal, and 
the three or four upper lumbar, vertebree. In 
these cases I generally use the upper two 
cells of a 20-inch spinal ice-bag applied along 
the part jast described, the lowest cell re- 
mainipg empty and either doubled behind the 
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middle cell, or dependent over the sacrum. I 
adopt this plan in order securely to restrict 
the ice to that part of the spine intended to 
be acted upon; if ice were to be put in the 
two lower cells of the spinal ice-bag, the 
upper one being left empty, and if after the 
two lower cells were applied along the lower 
part of the spine the patient were to lie down 
onthe bag, the melting ice would flow back 
toward its mouth, and thus, contrary to my 
intention, the cold would come in contact 
with the upper part of the spine, and by les- 
sening the encrgy of the collateral ganglia of 
the sympathetic would facilitate the dilatation 
of the arteries supplying blood to the brain, 
and this dilatation would increase the cerebral 
hyperemia supposed to be already present, 
together with the headache dependent uvon 
it. Whereas, if by means of the upper two 
cells of the bag the ice be restricted as de- 
scribed along the lower part of the spine the 
afflux of blood to the lower half of the body 
will be increased by vaso-motor agency, blood 
will therefore be derived from the brain, and 
the headache thus relieved by removal of its 
proximate cause, will quickly cease. 


Pulmonary disorders of any kind, when 
complicating the principal malady, necessitate 
the exercise of especial caution in prescribing 
the use of the spinal ice-bag; in all cases 
thus complicated the medical attendant should 
scrupulously avoid its application between 
the scapule. In the treatment of these cases 
Iuse a bag which I expressly devised for the 
purpose of exerting a special influence on the 
pelvic organs, and which I call the “ lumbar 
ee-bag.’’? It is about ten inches long and 
consists of two cells. When the associated 
pulmonary disorder does not affect the lower 
lobes of the lungs both cells of this bag may 
generally be used in order to combat the 
uerine disease, and generally with an indi- 
rectly but greatly beneficial influence on the 
pulmonary affection. ‘The bottom of the 
lowest cell of the bag should be on a level 
with the 3d or 4th lumbar vertebra—not lower; 
the bag will thus reach upward to the lower 
angles of the scapule. If however bronchitis 
or other pulmonary disorder should extend to 
the lower lobes of the lungs, or if the bag ap- 
plied as just directed should add to the already 
existing discomfort in the chest, the ice should 
be used only in the upper cell of the bag, and 
that cell should be brought down so that the 
bottom of i¢ may be on a level with the 3d or 
4th lumbar vertebra—the bottom cell being 
doubled behind the top one, or hanging empty 
below it. In this way not only may all injury 
of the lungs be avoided, but a remedial influ- 
ence may be actually exerted upon them and 
often to a surprising degree, chiefly no doubt 

ugh the agency of derivation, partly how- 
ever, I believe through the directly sedative 
influence of the ice on those spinal centers, 

m which trophic nerves convey nutritive 
‘nergy to the pulmonary structures. 





Pathology of Ataxic Aphasia. 

Dr. J. B. LYMAN says on this subject in an 
article in the Chicago Medical Examiner: It 
may suffice to state that in most of the cases 
attended with hemiplegia, and where autop- 
sies have been made, there has been found 
more or less extended lesion of the left cere- 
bral hemispbere, corresponding to the right 
hemiplegia. These lesions have been cere- 
bral softening, clots from hemorrhage. tumors 
and mechanical injury. From the indications 
furnished by these lesions, attempts have 
been made to locate the faculty of language, 
and they have been carefully studied with 
this view. The three most important theories 
have been those of Bouillaud, who locates the 
faculty in the anterior lobes of both hemis- 
pheres ; that of Dax, who locates it in the left 
hemisphere, and that of Broca, who limits it 
to the posterior part of the third frontal con- 
volution of the left side. Strange as it may 
seem, this last view has much in its favor, and 
has been well received by some. But for one 
I could not adopt it, even if there were no de- 
cisive facts to be abduced against it. Ina 
double organ so nearly symmetrical as the 
brain, whose median line corresponds with 
the median line of the body, it is so contrary 
to ali the analogy of nature that corresponding 

on each side should have different 
functions, that I could not receive it except 
on the most convincing evidence. But while 
most of the facts are in favor of the localiza- 
tion in the left hemisphere, yet there are 
some cases which militate against it, and still 
more against its location exclusively in the 
third frontal convolution of that side. Two 
cases are reported by Abercrombie, where 
there was loss of speech with left hemiplegia, 
in one of which there was cancer, and in the 
other tubercle in the right hemisphere. And 
many cases are reported by Andral of loss of 
speech without injury of the anterior lobes. 
But it must be remembered in reading these 
older writcrs, (hat loss of speech is not 
synonymous with aphasia, which is the loss of 
language or the idea of speech. Some of these 
cases might have arisen from paralysis or loss 
of co-ordinating power. The subject of aphasia 
had not then been studied as carefu ly as it has 
been more recently. There are, however, un- 
doubted cases of aphasia which go to disprove 
the views of Broca. In the case of the patient 
Marcou, which we have before referred to, 
the aphasia was undoubted, and yet the hemi- 
plegia was on the left side, and consequently 
the lesion was on the righ side. But as this 
case did not terminate fatally, it has been ar- 
gued that there may have been a lesion on 
the right side, producing the hemiplegia, and 
another on the left side, producing the aphasia. 
Trousseau, in reply, admits that multiple 
lesions are not very uncommon, but thinks 
they are usually found in severe apoplectic 
cases, and in cases of extensive traumatic in- 
jury. But this was a very mild case, and what 
is more to the point, both symptoms were de- 
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veloped simultaneously. There is another 
case of great weight on this question in the 
St. George’s Hospital reports. as given in the 
American Journal for July, 1870, in which the 
seven ee was on the left side, and the lesion 
was the entire destruction of the island of Reil 
on the rightside. And there have been many 
cases of aphasia where Broca himself was 
present at the autopsy. There is a case re- 
ported by Echeverria in the Medical Record 
for March Ist, 1869, and in the American Jour- 
nal for April of the same year, showing that 
there may be lesion of that convolution with- 
out aphasia. It has been thought there was 
no such case on record. On the other hand it 
may be said in favor, so far as it goes, of 
Broca’s theory, that there have been undoubt- 
ed cases of the corresponding convolution on 
the right side without loss of speech. In fact, 
it must be admitted that aphasia, asa rule, 
results from lesion of the left side of the brain, 
so that in a sense the faculty of language is 
located on the left side. But in what sense ? 
An explanation of this has been given, which 
I think has much in its favor. In the case 
just related, of left hemiplegia with aphasia, 
from the St. George’s Hospital reports, the 
patient was at the same time ambidextrous, 
and indeed, rather inclined to use his left 
hand. And as we use both hands, but one 
better-than the other, so the faculty of lan- 
guage may be more completely educated on 
one side than on the other; and when, after 
an attack of aphasia, the patient agair learns 
the use of lauguage, as this patient did, we 
may assume that he educates himself to use 
the other side of the brain for language, as he 
does for the use of his remaining hand, after 
losing the one most commonly used. This 
aphasiac patient was exceptionally hemiplegic 
on the left side ; but he was also, exception- 
ally, left-handed. This view is strengthened 
by the theory, if it be true, that the left side 
of the brain is developed earlier than the 
right. 


The Effects of Various Liquors on the Kidneys 
and Bladder. 


M. Kraus, of Vienna, in the Mouvement 
Medicale, treating on this supject, says :“*Spaik- 
ling wines are very injurious, but not in re- 
spect of their carbonic acid, which assists very 
materially in the elimination of phosphates. 
Champagne not only increases the secretions, 
but, in an extraordinary manner, the phos- 
phates; and the conduct of medical men who 
advise its use in calculous cases is irrational 
and unjustifiable. M. Kraus’s experience 
contradicts absolutely the solvent action of 
carbonic acidon concretions already formed. 
He considers that old beer isan uuobjectiona- 
ble drink, but that lately brewed liquor is injuri- 
ous, because the fomenting particles penetrate 
the mucous membrane and give rise to a 
greater or less degree of chronic catarrh. 
English pale ale is open to the same objection 
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in consequence of its richness in alcohol and 
the great quantity of carbonic acid which it 
contains ; but porter, if of good quality and 
age, is reported by M. Kraus to be unobjection. 
able. 


Thrombosis of the Internal Carotid, 


A curious case was communicated to the 
Academy of Medicine of Paris by M. Vm. 
NEUIL on behalf of M. RicHELoT. The pa. 
tient had received some apparently slight in. 
juries by the overturning of a cart, and wag 
the subject of violent hyperssthesia and ex. 
citement, which culminated in furious delj- 
rium, and eventually in coma, and all the 
symptems of death by hemiplegia. 

M. Verneuil diaguosed rupture of a small 
cerebral artery with compression, but the 
autopsy proveu that this forecast was quite in- 
correct. After a careful search a thrombosis 
of the internal carotid was found filled by a 
coagulum which extended through all the 
ramifications of the middle cerebral, and ac- 
companied by extensive sottening of the left 
temporal lobe of the cerevium. 


The Oral Education of the Deaf and Dumb. 


This subject was brought under the notice 
of the Society of Arts on the 17th ult., ina 
lengthened essay by Mr. DAsENT, who commn- 
nicated results of the adoption of the method 
advocated by him, which are very encourag- 
ing. In one statistical epitome of the subject 
he said that on an average there are 700 deaf 
and dumb persons in every million of the in- 
habitants of the earth, so that there would be 
200,000 of these unfortunates in Europe 
aione ; and here it must be remembered that 
observation has shown that in mountainous 
countries—such as Switzerland and Savoy— 
the deaf and dumb stand in much greater pro- 
portion to the rest of the people. In the can- 
ton of Berne, for instance, it is stated that in 
every 195 persons there is one deaf and dumb, 
which would raise the total in the million to 
5,128. Roughly speaking, we may say that 
there are probably about 700,000 deaf and 
dumb on the suiface of the earth. 


2 
> 
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NOTES ON BOOKS. 


——M. LiTTrRE is very eminent as a gram- 
marian, a lexicographer, and a positive phi- 
losopher; but few know how extended are his 
acquirements in the history and theory of 
medicine. He studied it for years, and pub- 
lished the works of Hippocrates, though be 
neyer practiced nor indeed did he ever obtain 





S@PeeSeegrsazsHes 


March 23, 1872.| 


adiploma. Quite recently he has issued a 
small volume Médicine et les Médecins, in which 
be urges the importance of studying pathology 
with ‘‘ positive philosophical” views, after 
the methods of Comte. Whatever M. Lir- 
TRE writes is worth studying, and though we 
have very little respect for ComTE’s pbiloso- 
phy as such, his suggestions as to method have 
certainly advanced exact science, and may 


pathology. 


——_—_—_ 


BOOK NOTCES. 


Barth as a Topical Application in Surgery. 
Being a full Exposition of its use in all the za- 
ses requiring Topical Applications admitted 
in the Men’s and Women’s Surgical Wards 
of the Pennsylvania Hospital, during a pe- 
riod of six months in 1869. By ADDINELL 
Hewson, M. D., ete. With four photo-re 
lief illustrations. Philadelphia: Lindsay 
& Blakiston, 1872. 1 vol., 8 vo., cloth, pp. 
309. Price, $2. 

The advice of Horace is that a poem should 
be kept nine years before publication—nonum 
prematur in annum ; and it were a wise action 
for many scientific writers to do as Dr. HEWSON 
has done in the work before us—allow three 
years to ripen the fruit of their observations 
before urging them on public attention. 
Were the rule followed, it would free us from 
“mony a foolish fancy,” which we are obliged 
toheed more or less. That after such waiting, 
Dr. Hewson publishes the records of his first 
ninety-three cases, shows at once that the two 
years and a half that have elapsed since he 
treated the last one have confirmed in his 
views the merits of the “* earth-treatment,”’ 
and rendered it deserving of extended recog- 
nition and application. 

As we said, the volume contains the clinical 
record of ninety-three cases, not ‘‘ assorted 
specimens,”’ but consecutively as they present- 
ed themselves. They occupy about 160 pages. 
The remainder of the work is taken up with 
comments on. the cases and a discussion of the 
modus operandi of earth as a therapeutic agent. 
The cases conclusively show that, as a rule, 
the contact of the earth is cooling and pleas- 
ant to the wound, reduces the pain, deodor- 
izes, prevents putrefaction and hastens the 
healing process. These results are the high- 
est possible testimonials in its fayor. No 
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surgeon should neglect to read this evidence, 
the means being so simple and obtainable. 
The latter part of the volume, on the modus 
operandi, seems hastily compiled, and might 
have been re-written and re-arranged with 
manifest advantage. 

The four photographs are by the Woodb ry 
process, anv are an interesting exhibition of 
its completeness. We explained this process 
about a year ago in this journal, and are glad 
to see American publishers adopting it. 


Transactions of the Wisconsin State Medical 
Society for the year 1871. Volume V. 
“ Medicina nusquame non est. Saint Paul, 
Mion., 1871. 1 vol., 8vo., paper. Pp. 197. 


Apart from the minutes, addresses, and 
merely iocal matter, which is to be found in 
this volume, and which has interest to few 
outside of the State, there are quite a number 
of articles on practical medicine, meriting a 
perusal by all practitioners. Among these 
we may designate the “case of vesico-vagi- 
nal fistula. with a brief historical sketch of the 
methods which have been resorted to for the 
cure of that malady,” by Dr. J. K. BARTLETT, 
of Milwaukee, in which, however, we are as- 
tonished to find no reference to Dr. AGNEW’s 
admirable monograph on that subject. Dr. 
L. G. ARMSTRONG, of Boscobel, discusses the 
causes and treatment of puerperal convulsions, 
and the general condition of the puerperal 
woman. Dr. D.C. DAviEs, of Columbus, de- 
fends vigorously the specialty of gynzecology ; 
Dr. JAMES JOHNSON, in a sketch of the life 
and labors of Dr. Dickson, of London, gives 
that eccentric author more credit than he de- 
serves. Dr. JOHNSON’Ss article is named “The 
Unity of Disease,” this alleged unity being 
one of the great discoveries in which Dr. 
Dickson used to pride himself. In fact, he 
never understood what this unity really is in 
its scientific aspect. 

Other articles are, “‘ Case of Aneurism,”’ by 
Dr. L. G. AnmstTRone; “Subcutaneous Ne- 
vus,”? by Dr. H. PALMER ; acase of Diseas- 
ed Bladder and Kidneys, by Dr. Henry T. 
GODFREY; cases in Obstetrics, by Dr. Cu. 
LinpE ; Excision of Clavicle, by Dr. N. SENN ; 
Hysterico-Neuralgia by Dr. J. B. Cory, etc. 





—On Wednesday, 1 March 6th, the degree 
of M.D. was conferred upon fourteen men 
and two women, by the Lowa State University. 
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The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 





THE FIRST MEDICAL JOURNALIST. 

In a conversation not long since with one 
of the best read physicians of this country, we 
were astonished at the recent date which he 
assigned to medical journalism, asserting it to 
have commenced within acentury. This led 
us to make some inquiries as to what was the 
first medical journal ever published, who 
founded it, and what was its fate. The results 
of these researches we now lay before our 
readers, believing the facts we have collected 
worthy of preservation, as they are not to be 
found in the current histories of medicine. 

Newspapers, or publications which may be 
classed under that name, appear to have been 
in existence as early as the reign of Elizabeth; 
but the first scientific periodical was un- 
doubtedly the Journal des Scavans, commenced 
January, 1665. Although this famous weekly 
was more literary and critical than scientific, 
yet it embraced new and singular facts in 
natural science aud medicine. The very first 
number, for instance (Jan. 5, 1665), contains 
a description of a bicephalic infant born near 
Salisbury, England. 

The success of the Journal des Scavans, 
opening as it did a new and brilliant avenue 
to writers, and a facility of communication 
between students hitherto unknown, soon led 
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to the formation of many similar enterprises, 
The most were of a purely literary stamp. 
Of those which were scientific, the Acta Lip. 
siensa, commenced at Leipzig, 1682, and pub. 
lished in Latin, is the best known. It ap. 
peared in serial volumes, and was a medium 
chosen by many medical writers to announce 
their discoveries and theories. In the volume 
for 1686, for instance, we noted two gynxco. 
logical essays of respectable merit, the one 
by Dr. WALTER CHARLETON, entitled In. 
quisitio Physica de Causis Catameniorum ez 
Utert Rheumatismo, the other by Dr. Na- 
THANIEL SPRY, his Tractatus de Fluxu Men- 
struo, both in the vein of the ‘ Hippocratic 
school.”’ 

At that time the physicians were divided 
into two schools, who seem to haye regarded 
each other with all the detestation which 
characterizes the “schools’’ of the present 
day. The one was the “ Hippocratics,’’ who 
swore by the words and theories of Hippo- 
crates and Galen, and appear to haye been a 
conservative, pedantic and fussy set ; the other 
was the “ Chemiatrics,”’ who represented the 
radicals, the “ party of progress,” bold inno- 
vators, who discarded the ancient theories, 
and who were in consequence regarded by 
their opponents as “irregulars.”” Influenced 
by such representations, SPRENGEL and most 
medical historians since his time (few of 
whom seem to have done more than blindly 
follow SPRENGEL’s opinions), decry them as 
little better than imposters and pretenders, a 
reputation they do not deserve. 

_ This brings us to the first medical periodi- 
cal. This progressive and aggressive school, 
as the wont is with such parties, was quick 
to grasp every means to extend its views, 
and increase its disciples. The example of 
the Journal des Scavans was not lost upon 
them. Before the commencement of the 
Acta Lipsiensia, before the celebrated Bayle 
had founded his literary periodical, a promi- 
nent leader of the Chemiattie school, Dr. 
Nicon4s DE BLE@Ny had begun the publics 
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tion of the first medical journal ever i-sued. It 
was a monthly, entitled the Zodiacus Medico- 
Gallicus, and appeared regularly from 1680, 
when it was started, until 1684. 

We regret that our endeavors to find a copy 
of this most venerable monthly have been in 
vain. None, so far as we know,is to be found 
in this country. Nor do the historians we have 
consulted seem to have seen a copy of it. 


They speak of it disparagingly, when it is. 


mentioned at all, which it is not in HECKER, 
RENOUARD, nor in any English author. Evi- 
dently the authors of the Biographie Univer- 
selle, where we have found the fullest account 
of him, were prejudiced both against BLEGNY 
and his works, by the diatribes of his foes and 
his untoward fate. 

For this pioneer of medical journalism seems 
to have had an even more checquered and ca- 
lamitous career that his successurs on the un- 
easy tripods of to-day. With a preliminary 
absit omen we shall sketeh for the benefit of 
this later generation his conflicts, his victo- 
ries and his disasters. 

Born in an humble station in life, he does 
not seem to have had the advantages of a 
learned education ; but he must have made 
up for the deficiency by a rare energy, for as 
early as 1678, when he was but twenty-five 
years of age, he was appointed surgeon tothe 
Queen ; five years afterward surgeon in ordi- 
nary to the Duke of Orleans,and four years 
later, 1687, physician to the king, Louis XIV., 
le Grand Monarque. 

During these years he was busily engaged 
in writing and lecturing on various medical 
topics. A work on venereal diseases, another 
on Peruvian bark, one on health of a popular 
character, and several others attest the facility 
of his pen. They are said not to indicate 
much ability, but we know them only through 
the criticisms of his adversaries, which is not 
a safe means of judging. 

In connection with some other progressive 
spirits of the Chemiatric school, be formed a 
medical association, and it was the reports 
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and discussions of this body which formed the 
staple of his medical journal. It was publish- 
ed montbly in French, and was translated 
into Latin and re-published at Geneva, by Dr. 
PIERRE BONNET, eminent not less as a musi- 
cian than as a medical man. The title we 
have given above is that of BONNET’s trans- 
lation, for we have not been able to discover 
the name given to the original French peri- 
odical. This translation is a strong testimony 
to the value of the publication. 

But BiEeny soon began to feel the thorns 
which have ever lain concealed in the editorial 
garland, and which we can testify (expertus 
loquor) have not yet disappeared. 

The daring man who reviews a book and is 
conscientiously obliged to pronounce it trash, 
evenif he never laid eyes upon the author, or 
even if it be published under an assumed name, 
has made himself an implacable foe, who will, if 
he can, call down the thunders of Jove on that 
miserable critic’s head. So it is, and so it was. 
We have experienced it, and so did our fore- 
runner in medical literature, poor DE BLEGNY. 
His animadversions on some medical books 
embittered some “ brother professionals ”’ to 
such a degree that they secured a prohibition 
of his journal in 1684. But he was not de- 
feated. Heat once made arrangements with 
a Dr. Niort, a French physician practicing 
in Amsterdam, to commence its publication 
there. Niort determined to render it less 
medical and more literary, a hazardous com- 
bination. With this object he named it Le 
Mercure Galant, and from 1684 onward it ob- 
tained a fair circulation, dropping, however, 
more and more the half-scientific air it had at 
first assumed, and finally becoming a literary 
review merely. 

But this partial victory did not satisfy DE 
Buigeeny’s foes. The court of Louis XIV. 
was a slippery arena, and more than one of 
its brilliant lights suddenly disappeared from 
its scenes of gaiety 1o pass the remainder of 
his days in.a dungeon. This came near 
being the fate of pz BLzeny. 
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In 1693, from physician to the king, he was 
transformed into the occupant of a cell in the 
castle of Antwerpt. His enemies say, it was 
because he was detected in various rogueries 
(escroqueries) ; his friends may attribute it to 
the jealcusy and animosity which his success 
and his criticisms undoubtedly evoked in the 
hearts of numerous rivals. A J/ettre de cathet 
was not difficult to obtain in those days, and 
imprisonment was not prefaced by a trial and 
an opportunity of defense. 

For seven years he was immured by the 
banks of ‘‘ the melancholy Scheldt,’’ when he 
was liberated, doubtless a sadder and cer- 
tainly a wiser man. For shunning the dan- 
gerous ground of courts and the unstable favor 
of princes, he retired to the quiet shades of 
the ancient city of Avignon, and there spent 
the remaining score of years which Provi- 
dence allotted him. He died in 1722 at the 
age of seventy. 

Such is a brief sketch of the earliest medical 
journalist mentioned by history. Defamed 
by his contemporaries and neglected by poste- 
rity, we have thought it worth while to rescue 
his name from oblivion. He was the leader 
of a band who have sown much and garnered 
little ; and feeling how thankless and difficult 
was the task he set himself, and how inevita- 
bly the truthful reviewer incurs the dislike of 
many whose friendship he could gain by a lie, 
we have, in sympathy and in the belief that 
he was a wronged man, recalled the incidents 
of his life. 





Notes and Comments. 


Correction. 
In Dr. WEHNER’s prescription, on page 151 
of this volume of the REPORTER, the 2 sign 
was placed instead of the 3, as it should read. 





Sir Henry Holland, M. D., 
whose Recollections, lately published, is an en- 
tertaining record of a half century of pro- 
fessional life, says that very’early in his 
practice he determined that he must never 
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allow his work.so to engross him as that he 
should not be able to give two months of each 
year to travel; and having made this resolu- 
tion in the inter-st of health, long life, and 
the happy exercise of all the powers of his 
mind, some of which demanded regular travel 
into strange lands, he made the further reso. 
lution, in the interest of social enjoyment, 
that, during the ten months still remaining to 
him of his year, his earnings should never 
amount to more than a certain sum, and the 
whole of his time should never be mortgaged 
to his patients. 


~* 
> 
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A Case of Suspected Poisoning from Poison Oak 
Eps. MED. & SuRG. REPORTER: 


I was called in consultation with Dr. Bos- 
WELL, of Mecklenberg county, to see Mr, 
Jas. Jefferies. Found patient delirious, but 
not very much excited; pulse, 120 and con- 
siderable force; upper part of face very mue) 
swollen, also eye-lids gnd tongue, not so much 
from inflammation as from cdema. The 
lower lids were so cedematous as to cause 
eversion. Air passages all seemed to bs very 
much impeded and breathing somewhat diffi- 
cult; extremities cool; external surface of 
swollen parts not having any ioflammatory 
appearance. I received the following report 
from Dr. BoswELL : He was called to see pa- 
tient on Friday, Feb. 2. He had not been 
feeling well for severaldays. The chief cause 


of complaint was severe pain of a <a 
character over one eye. as ordered i 
tion of vapor from 
R. Vinegar, ij. 
Opium, ; 3 J. M. 


A blanket being thrown over the head 
@ vapor was caused by pouring a small 
quantity of mixture on a hot brick under the 
blanket. The patient complained of nostrils 
ban Boner up, but, by continuing vapor 
the tissues relaxed so as to inhale the vapor 
very well. This seemed to relieve the pain. 
At this visit the perent vomited a consider- 
able quantity of bile, almost pure. He was 
given a comp. cath. pill. 

Saw patient again on Saturday, Feb. 3. 
Pills not having acted, ordered castor oil, 
which was followed by free discharges, com: 
posed largely of bile—complained of some 
pain, but over both eyes, and some stiffness 
of the jaws, with slight swelling of the 
and considerable headache and thirst, but no 
fever; pulse keeping about 76. ‘Toward eve- 
ning, some swelling of upper portion of face. 
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Sunday, February 4. Patient feeling pretty 
comfortable; swelling about eyes and upper 

rtions of face increased; took breakfast 
with the family; appetite natural, but not very 
keen. 

About 4 o’clock, P, M., Dr. B. took several 
ounces of blood from. the temples, which 
seemed to relieve the headache. He was not 
confined to bed, but was dressed and about 
most of the time. Dr. B. remained with pa- 
tient during the day and night. Patient rest- 
ed very well during first part of night, except 
would rouse up occasionally and ask for water, 
and when supplied would go to sleep. 

About one o’clock, A. M., Monday morning, 
Feb. 5, the swelling began to increase very 
rapidly, and patient waked up delirious. The 
patient now growing rapidly worse,a mes- 
senger was dispatched for me, to meet Dr. B. 
in consultation. 

In the meantime his head was shaved and 
blistered, under the impression that it might 
be cerebro-spinal meningitis ; but the doctor 
could not account for the swelling of features, 
tongue, fauces, etc., causing great difficulty in 
respiration. 

hus I found the patient upon my arrival. 

In consultation, Dr. B. mentioned that sev- 
eral yéars ago he had several cases of a simi- 
lar character occurring in some negro children 
who had made a fire of poison oak, and were 
supposed to have inhaled the fumes and were 
thus poisoned ; one of these died before the 
cause was made known; the others recovered 
under the use of potass. bromide. 

Upon inquiry it was found that Mr. J. had 
been, on the previous Monday, engaged in 
superintending the burning a piant patch for 
sowing tobacco seed, and that there was a 

reat quantity of poison oak in the wood 

ed and the fires were just fresh wooded u 

when Mr. J. appeared, and the day being cold, 
he was very much exposed to their smoke 
and fumes. This seemed to be then some 
light on the subject. We gave some chio- 
ral-hydrate I had with mu, and sent imme- 
diately to my office for potass., iodidii, not hav- 
ing the bromide potass. as used in cases men- 
tioned.. This we administered the diffusible 
stimuli and quinia, and kept up frictions to 
the extremities until warmth returned, and 
py was retained by application of warm 
cloths. 

But all our efforts were vain; the patient 
continued to sink, breathing became more 
labored by the cedematous condition of air 
rae. ew and about two o’clock, P. M,, a pro- 

perspiration appeared, which soon be- 
came clammy; extremities became shrunken 
cites ance like a washerwoman’s 
hands, and patient finally passed into a coma- 
tose a and expired, exhausted; about three 


0 .P. 
Are we right in sa that death was caused 
inhalation of hn 3 


by isonous vapor from poison 
oak? Or was 0 thine of Cokes 260. Pendas 
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the hands who were helping felt some nausea 
on the Wednesday following the burning, but 
was relieved by some domestic remedy. Mr. 
J. did not feel much indisposed until Thure- 
day afternoon ; previous to that time he had 
been attending his ordinary avocation. 

The peculiar irritant, whatever its nature, 
did not seem to have any effect, or at least 
cause any sign of inflammation on the epi- 
dermis. Its action seemed to be entirely on 
the mucous and serous surfaces, with which 
the vapor could come in contact. Pulse con- 
tinued about 76, until delirium set in. 

Mr. J. had but recently moved to this sec- 
tion from Barnesville, Ohio. 

R. J. CLARKE, M. D. 
Wylliesburg, Va., Feb. 29, 1872. 


A Suggestion in Amputations at the Knee. 


Eps. MED. AND SurG. REPORTER : 

I remember to have seen, not long since, a 
notice of a discussion in Germany on the mer- 
its of a new mode for amputation of the thigh 
at the knee, in which the femur is sawn 
through the condyles, or at the epiphysis, and 
the patella retained in. the flap, that it may 
unite with and upon the sawn end of the 
bone. The analogy of the following case’ in 
the final result leads me to believe it. will not 
be without interest to the profession : 

I was called, July, 1870, to Patrick New- 
some, set. 48 years; found him suffering from 
an extensive ulceration, involving the greater 

art of the leg. I was told he had suf- 

ered for a period of eight years, having, in 
the meantime, tried the best skill that he 
could secure, without permanent benefit, and 
when I was called it was for the purpose of 
having the limb amputated. From a strongly 
expressed desire on his part.I consented to 
amputate below the knee joint, though this 
would torce me to cut through the tibial tuber- 
osities, making, what I thought at the time, 
a very imperfect operation, from the want 
of a sufficient covering for the hone. 

After the operation the case seemed to do 
very well, healing slowly, however, for some 
four or five weeks, when the tuberosities 
began to give way by exfoliation, which con- 
tinued until they were entirely removed. 
This was not fully accomplished until about 
one year after the operation. Mr. N. at this 
time’ has the most perfect stump I have ever 
seen ; the patella seems to have become fixed 
on the end of the femur, while the cicatrice is 
formed directly behind with an abundance of 
sour d tissue. Y. H. Harxison, M. D. 


Clarkton, Mo., February 12, 1872. 


Was it Leucogythemia Pp 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

By allowing # aiees criticism.on De. WAY’s 
paper, as and Mason 





from the supposed cause of: death? One of 


’ before the ‘‘ Me 
poaslemy of Medicine,” and published in ibe 
RTER, Fe yy 10, 1872, it may cause 
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physicians to be more careful in arriving at 


conclusions, a8 to agnosis, pathology, etc. | gra 
e 


It will be seen from doctor’s report that 
three other physicians examined the case, one 
of which ventured to diagnose “ worms,” and 
an anthelmintic was ordered, which, accord- 
ing to his own account brought two feet of 
sguare prostration in lace of relief’ to his 
patient, Finally the doctor comes to the con- 
clusion (after the death of his patient), that it 
was a case of leucocythemia. 

But to be brief and come to the point at once: 
What were the symptoms in this case‘on which 
to base a diagnosis? They were principally 
headache, episaxis, with extreme nervous irri- 
tability, soon followed with all the character- 
istic symptoms of Grave’s disease, or exoph- 
thalmic goiter, such as protrusion of the eye- 
balls, inordinate action of the heart, enlarge- 
ment of the thyroid gland, extreme anemia, 
etc. A moment’s reflection I think will be 
sufficient to convince any one of the cause of 
Jane D.’s death, andI hope the doctor will 
not consider me captious for writing this short 
article, for a sense of duty, as well as love for 
the profession, are the only motives I have in 
calling attention to it. Respectfully, 

W. HH. Bryant, M.D. 

Savannah, Mo., March, 1872. 


An Extempore Vaginal Douche. 
Eps. Mp. anp SurG. REPORTER : 

I beg to give some instructions how to make 
‘an extemporized vaginal douche : 

-. Take a common water cooler, a gutta percha 
tube some half inch in caliber and seven feet 
long. Firmly secure one end of this tube 
over the mouth of the cock. At the other end 
Insert the cylinder of a female glass syringe 
Now the al douche is complete. 
A stop-cock inserted in a wooden or tin 
-bucket makes just as good a fountain as the 
water cooler. 

When used the fountain must be elevated 
according to the force required. Three or 
four feet is usually sufficient. It matters but 
little how high it is, for with the stop-cock you 
can also regulate the force of the douche. 

A tub for the woman to sit in completes the 
necessities. 

A cold douche given with this instrument, 
where gallons can be thrown into the a 
in one continuous and uniform flow, will be 
found useful in the following diseases : Uter- 
7 hemorrhage, acute and chronic; ulcera- 
‘tion of the uterus, in all its parts ; prolapsus 
bo ; leucorrhea; particularly, acute gonor- 


A warm douche is useful in dysmenorrhea, 
amenorrhea, and fetid discharges from the 
vagioa after child birth. 

Wooiston, M. D. 


SAMUEL 
Vincenttown, Pa., March 9, 1872. 


Case of Amputation of the Leg. 
Eos. Mep. anp SuRG. REPORTER : 


Ping Chong, set. 30 years ; laborer on Cen- } 
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tral Pacific RR. construction ; fell from the 
vel train, and was run over by several cars 
of the train, Promeins compound, comminut- 
ed fracture of the left tibia and fibula, about 
the junction of middle and lower third ; also 
comminuted fracture of right tibia and fibula 
near the same point. The accident, occurred 
December 25th, after which the patient was 
left in a small tent to be relieved by death. 
January Ist he seemed to his comrades to be 
as well as at any time since the injury; hence 
they were persuaded to have a doctor see him. 
On examination, beside the previous described 
condition, the patient weak and slow 
pulse, about 50; general prostration, and a 
sitive disinclination to be relieved. The 
Jhinese almost invariably refuse to have any 
amputation performed, on account of the su- 
perstitious idea that if minus a limb they will 
be refused admission to the hanpy hunting 
ground. Hence this man’s refusal. He Sally 


agreed to have the left limb removed, whic 
was done as close to the injury as possible, 
Wy. splintered the right—assisted by Dr. 0. 


. Cass. His recovery on boiled rice and tea 
diet was rapid and entirely pray any In 
six weeks he was ready to start for China, 
able to stand firmly on his right leg. I was 
surprised to see so complete a recovery of the 
right leg without any interference. 

Yours truly, 
J. W. GRawAM, M.D, 
Corinne, Utah, Feb. 22, 1872. 


FOREIGN, 


Letter from Vienna. 


Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER : 

The importance of any suggestions capable 
of assisting physicians and surgeons in giving 
relief to ering humanity, prompts me to 
call the attention of your readers to an idea, 
which to medical men here seems to promise 
good resuits. 

Dr. P. A. O’CONNOLL, of Boston, Mass., 
formerly Medical Director of the oth Army 
pe now in this city for the purpose of 
study and observation, is endeavoring to have 
tested more fully in the hospitals, a method 
for the relief of persons suffering from reten- 
tion of urine in consequence of impermeable 
stricture of the urethra. 

m.. Phe pare of the kind in which cathe- 
no passed—opiates 
also failed—the doctors ( 
ly;.and he now desires to ascertain 
wr, ar of experiments whether 
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ber tube. A piece of a firm flexible catheter 
will also answer the purpose. 

The operation has likewise the advantage 
of being very simple, without the possibility 
of injuring the patient. It consists in pass- 
ing the eter down to the stricture, after 
the atmosphere has been expelled from the 
— by slight poe upon its sides. 

pouch is then allowed to expand grada- 
ally, at the same time the patient is instructed 
to make an easy effort at voiding urine. A 
common syringe might be used instead of the 
India-rubber bulb were it not that more is 
expected from the continued and steady s:1c- 
tion prodacedby the aolh expen iting pouch, 

The announcement of the discovery of 
syphilitic bloodin Prof. STRICKER’s laboratory 
by Dr. LospORFER has created a sensation in 
medical circles in this city. Several promi- 
nent men have already taken part in the dis- 
cussion, which, of course, encourages the 
young doctor to pursue his investigations. 

ut a difficulty has arisen in the further an- 
nouncement that the same phenomena are 
observed in the blood of psoriasis and scarla- 
tina patients. Another experimenter, who 
declares that he never had syphilis, and is 
now in per fect health, finds the same in his 
own blood. These phenomena, as they ap- 
pear to my eye through an immersion lens of 
high magn fying power, consist of small gran- 
ules floating among the red and white blood 
corpuscles. 

l may add that Vienna furnishes superior 
advantages to those who desire to study path- 
ology and skin diseases. Other branches may 
be studied equally well in the United States, 
and perhaps better. The shameless ezhi- 
bition of patients, especially females, by medi- 
ical men, bas given to Vieana an unenviable 
reputation. Females are also employed as 
nurses in all the wards, éven surgical and 
syphilitic. The dexterity with which they 
wash and dress the genitals of the oppo- 
site sex is, at first sight, both shocking and 
amusing. R. L. SupBeEt, M. D., 
Member of the Medical Society of the State of 

Pennsylvania and one of ‘the censors of the 

Harrisburg District. , 

Vienna, Feb. 20, 1872. 





News AND MIscELLANY. 


University of Pennsylvania. 


The Annual Alumni Meeting was held 
So Vikveriiy on Monday, Lith ‘inst., at 4 


‘The report of. the executive committe 
Was listened to with great interest, especialy 
a portion relating to the new Universit 

08 


mn Fr 
for which $150,000 has already bee 


ital, 

. ‘fhe committee have been: most ind 
. fatigable in their efforts, and wil! still: 

to push torward this work, which is so esse 
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tial to the medical prosperity of the University, 
as well as to the suffering humanity of this 


city. 

iis earnestly hoped that every alumnus 
and friend of the University throughout the 
Union will feel it incumbent upon himself to 
use his utmost influence to add to this fund. 
The trustees have already set apart an excel- 
lent plot of ground for its location. 

Resolutions of thanks were unanimously 
adopted, expressive of the obligations due to 
the members of the profession, citizens, trus- 
tees and press, who have so kindly and nobly 
aided in their work. 

An award of $50 each, for prize theses, was 
made to Dr. Wm. T. Rogers, of Georgia, 
‘“* Hemorrhagic Malarial Fever,’’ and to Dr. 
Thom. Hunter, of Pennsylvania, “ On Cor- 
respondence of the Convolutions of the Brain ° 
with Markings on Interior of Cranium.” 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year : 

Preat ent—George B. Wood, M. D. 

Vice Presidents—Drs. Jos. Carson, Geo. W. 
Norris, Sam’) H. Dickson, Wilmer Worthing- 
to 


n. 

Corresponding Secretary—Jerome Longe- 
necker, M. D. 

Recording eres —o Y. Evans, M. D. 

Treasurer—R. E. Rogers, M. D. 

Executive Committee—Drs. Hiram Corson, 
Richard M. Cooper, Ed. Hartshorne, Lewis 
D. Harlow, Wm. Hunt, And. Nebinger, John 
H. Packard H. L, Hodge, James Tyson, Wm. 
Pepper, D. ‘Murray Cheston, H. Bi fare, W. 
F. Norris, T. J. Tarron, J. B. Howard Git- 
ange, . Furness Jenks, 0. B. Nancrede, C. 
H. klein, Louis Stare, L. B. Hoff. 

Orator—Prof. Alfred Stillé, M. D. 

Iu the evening the second annual banquet 
was held in the ball of the academical de- 

ent, and was well attended, the mem- 
bers of the graduating class being present as 
guests. The speeches all indicated an unani- 
mous desire to assist in pushing forward this 
hospital work. 
he commencement was held on Tuesday 
at the Academy of Music at 12 M., with the 
usual ceremonies. A sound ard able address 
was delivered by Prof. D. Hayes Agnew, 
M.D. The prizes were awarded to the two 
gentlemen mentioned in the report of the 
alumni meeting. 

The party to the graduates was given 
Prof. Leidy, at 8 P. M., thus closing the w 
of the winter session. 

Clinics and lectures will be resumed on the 
lst of April, and will continue until July. 


University of Penusylvania—Spring Course. 

The introductory to the seventh annual 
course of lectures of the Auxiliary Faculty of 
Medicine will be delivered at the Selsortty 


Suh taste at 1 o'clock. saheerge ¢ eyo 


ture—Analysis of the Animal Form in Art. 
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Students should not neglect to attend the 
spring and summer courses. The lecturers are 
young, energetic and able men, who bring to 
the task of instruction minds trained in the 
best foreign and American schools of science. 
Frequently they prove even more skillful in- 
yr omery than their more reverend and active 

eniors. 





Dentistry. 


Steinway Hall was comfortably filled on 
Monday evening, March 4th, by a fashionable 
and appreciative audience, the occasion being 
the sixth annual commencement of the New 
York College of Dentistry. 

The annual report as read by the Dean, 
Professor Frank Abbott, contained some in- 
teresting statistics. The number of students 
attending college during the year was 33; 
— 10; number of patients treated in 

nfirmary, 5,138; number of operations per- 
formed, 5,890; number of artificial teeth in- 
serted, 1643; number of clinics, 70; number 
of operations in oral surgery, 15. The pro- 
fessor in the course of his remarks referred to 
the rapid strides made in the past few years 
in the science of dentistry, of its importance 
as an active agent in promoting the happiness 
of man ; of the dignity of its calling, no longer 
to be considered a mechanical art mer2ly, but 
a specialty in the great act of healing ; his 
remarks were received ‘by the audience as 
andoubtedly they would be by all in favor of 
the masticating process. 

The conferring of degrees to the graduates 
then took pues after which was the presen- 
tation of the ‘faculty prize. The fortunate re- 
cipient of this really valuable testimonial was 

ilbur F. Kelsy, of Connecticut, who bore 
his honors with becoming modesty and such 
natural grace as to elicit warm plaudits from 
the ladies present. 

The closing address was delivered ‘by the 


Hon. John H. Anthon. True to the inveter- ' 


ate instincts of the lawyer, the gentleman un- 
dertook to prove that owing to the great ad- 


vance in the science—what was once rightly’ 


regarded as a painful process, viz., having a 
tooth extracted, might now be consider 
luxury ; for his own part, he would fee) equal 
= s in having a molar drawn as taking a 

ath. The illustration was not a happy one, 
the audience being obviously in doubt whether 
the gentieman’s indifference in the matter 
4night not haye been caused by antipathy to 
cold water. The remark, however, caused 
some metiment, and answered a good purpose. 


The proceedings were brought to an appro-: 


_priate close by the benediction by Chancellor 
Ferris, after which ‘the large audience dis- 
persed. 


The everling’s exercises, in themselves in- 
teresting, borrowed additional interest from 
the presence of the famous:band of the Ninth: 
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Comniencetients. 


BELLEVUE HOSPITAL MEDICAL COLLEGE OF 
NEW YORK. 


The tenth annual commencent of this inst}. 
tution was held at the Academy of Music, on 
Thursday evening, the 29th of February. 
The building was crowded to its utmost ca- 
pacity with the friends and admirers of the 
students of Bellevue Medical College. The 
scene was really a brilliant one, and reminded 
one of the time when Italian opera was at the 
height of its glory. 

he proceedings were opened with prayer 
by the Rev. ALrrep B. Braca, D.v., chap. 
lain of the — after which Prof. Isaac 
E. TAYtor, M. D., conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Medicine on the following gentle. 
men : 

Benjamin L. Lothrop, of New York, Vale- 
dictorian tor 1872. John Q. Adams, New 
Hampshire; Enrique V. Agramonte, Cuba; 
Anibel de ero. Cuba; Charles C. Allen, 
Illinois ; Richard W. Allen, New York; Ra- 
mon Amabile, New York; Frank D. Bain, 
Ohio; Luis A. Barault, Cuba; Geo. F. Bates, 
New York; John R. Beamon, Virginia; Ben- 
neit E. Bean, Kentucky; Wm. W. Bickett, 
Ohio; Horace G. Bidwell, New Jersey ; John 
E. Blaine, Pennsylvania ; rh H. Bogart, 
New York; Almor S. Bonsteel, New York; 
Le Roy J. Brooks, Thos. H. Burchard, Frank 
H. Butler, William Carr, New York; Ewan 
Cameron, Prince Edwards Island; Martin 
Cavana, New York; Cass R. Carlin, Ohio; 
James H. Clark, California ; Wm. T. Cockes, 
California; Charles E. Cole, New York; 
Jesse W. Connell, Kentucky; George W. 
Cooke, New York; James P. Cope, Indiana; 
Benjamin L. Crawford, Virginia; Jose M. 
Deigado, New York; Hezekiah Doster, 
Indiana; James A. Duncan, Ohio; Milo 
M. Danton, New York; Wallace E. Dat 
ton, Minnesota; Jesse R. Duval, Texas; 
Isaac Edwards, Nebraska; George Ee . 
Indiana; Thomas A. Elder, Willis J. Estep, 
Pennsylvania; Paul Faver, Georgia; Molton 
H. Forrest, New York; George W. Frost, 
Iowa; Amos B. Fuller, Ohio; Wm. T. Fal- 
lerton, Nova Scotia; Walter F. Fundenberg, 

land; Elisha George, New York ; Charles 
H. Getzdendanner, Maryland ; John J. Gleary, 
New York; David W. Graham, Lllinois; 
Charles H. Greenough, New York; Cyrus 
Haven, New York; Wm. 8S. Haymond, In- 
diana; Stephen O. Hendrick, Connecticut; 
Hugh O. Hendry, New Jersey ; Ezra B. Hies- 
muel W. Hooper, East 


Howe entacky. 
James H. Hunt, New. York; Wm. High, In- 
Alabama 


porte ree 

Irish, Maine; Emil Knecht, New York; Joba 

Kinead, Kentucky ;.Jacob Klingeman, Penn- 
lvania ; C. Kinney, on; Louis 
-LaGonde, 





regiment, which discoursed most excellent 
music. 


Pennsylvania; Charles’ H. Laird, New er 
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sey. Edmund D. Laughlin, Indiana; Samuel 
T. Lindsay, Missouri; Thomas M. Livingston, 
Missouri; Robert McKelvie, Prince Edwards 
Island; George J. Mack, Iowa; James H. 
Mackintosh, New Jersey ; Thomas McCarthy, 
New Brunswick; Wm. J. McCurdy, Ontario ; 
Wm. H. McGee, New Jersey; Allen R. Mc- 
McLean, Noya Scotia; Adolfo Maragliano, 
Cuba; Ryan G. Mendenhall, Indiana; Trust- 
rum H. Merrill, New Brunswick ; Isaac Metz- 
ger, New York ; Seth Jones Montague, North 
Carolina; Thomas H. Mitchell, Ontario ; 
Aaron J. Mixsell, New York; James J. Nee- 
ley, Tennessee ; Jacob 8. Nichols. Missouri ; 
William H. Park, Texas ; James Perry, Syl- 
vester G. Pomeroy, New York; Joseph R. 
Pope, North Carolina ; David R. Porter, Mis- 
souri; Francisco B. de Quinones, West 
Indies; Benjamin F. Uran, Illinois, Abram 
C. Renninger, Pennsylvania; William S. 
Reynolds, South Carolina; Benjamin F. 
Rogers, Pennsylvania; Jobn H. Ryan, Jr, 
New Brunswick; William G. Salmon, Texas; 
George M. Schweig, New York; William C. 
Shaw, Pennsylvania; Douglas A. Shiley. 
New York; Joseph A. Sladen, District of 
Columbia; Royal Slocum, Jr., New York; 
Curtis C. S'rong, Oregon; John A. Sutcliffe, 
Indiana; Wm. C. Tennant, Ontario; Patrick 
Henry Thomas, New York; Sidney S. Thomas, 
Ontario; Robert H. Thornton, Kentucky ; 
Charles H. Turner, Henry Van Hoevenburg, 
Carl Emil Waechter, New York; William S. 
Watkins, Tennessee; Harwood Wakeman, 
New York; Henry 8. Welch, California ; 
Rodman E. Welch, Vermont; Levi White, 
Nathaniel K. Whittemore, Eugene 8. Yates, 
Massachusetts; Thomas George Williams, 
Wisconsin; Wm. E. Williams, Connecticut ; 
Joel S, Willis, Texas; Dallas M. Woods, Ohio. 

On account of the sudden illness of the 
valedictorian, Benj. L. Lothrop, A. M., M. 
D., the valedictory address was read by Mr. 
William Carr, of the graduating class. 

Professor A. B Crosby, M. D., delivered a 
brilliant and instructive address to the gradu- 
ates, reminding them that the cultivation of 
refined and gentlemanly courtesy of manner 
was high!y indispensable in their intercourse 
with the patients they may be called in to at- 
tend ; as also toward each other. 

At the close of the address the orchestra 
struck up the “ Castilian Galop,” and the ex- 
ercises were closed. 


COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 
OF NEW YORK. 


The sixty-fifth Annual Commencement of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons took 
place on Wedne lay evening, February 28, 
per at a all. ee 

e proceedings were opene prayer, 
Rev. M. 8. Hutton, D. D., officiating. The 
degree of Bachelor of Medicine was conferred 
on the following gentlemen : 
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Samuel Swift, Ph. B., Valedictorian ; Daniel 
8. Adams, New Hampshire ; Samuel B. Bangs, 
New York; Geo. W. Bartow, New Jersey; 
Guy C. Bayley, New York; James W. Belvin, 
Virginia ; Edward 8. Blanchard, Nova Sco- 
tia; Peter A. E. Boetzkes, New York; Thos. 
N. Bradfield, New Jersey; Wm. G. Buding- 
ton, New York; Wm. T. Bull, A. B., New 
York ; Wm Busse, New York; Norman Call, 
Maine; Henry Caminers, A. B., Cuba; Pan- 
taleon Candidus, New York; Thomas A. 
Carson, New York; Heury 8. Carter, A. B., 
Ohio, Harvey H. Chase, Indiana; Dennis 
Church, Jr., New York; Frank C. Clark, A. 
B., Fved’k H. Conger, Wisconsin; Richard 
B. Contant, New York ; Charles L. Dey, New 
Jersey ; Gabriel A. Diaz, Cuba; Charles R. 
Doane,Coert DuBois, A. M., New York; Wm. 
W Dinden, Mississippi ; Bernard Ellis, New 
York; John E. Ensili, New York; Mathias 
Figueira, Portugal, Martin J. Fleming, A. M., 
N.Y.; Geo. C. Gage, Alabama; Jas. A. Glad- 
stone, New York; William Guden, New 
York; Geo. W. Hall, A. B., Maine ; | J 
Harvey, Mississippi; Jacob J. Healy, New 
Hampshire; Joseph Heine, Jr., New York; 
Joseph J. Henna. Porto Rico; Edward K. 
Henschell, New York; Charles Hitchcock, 
Ph. B., Rhode Island; Wyatt Hollingsworth, 
Alabama; Allen C. Hutton, New York; Sam- 
uel B. Jones, Massachusetts; Wm. R. Kin- 
mouth, New York; John D. Kline, Missis- 
sippi; Louis G. Knox, New York; Henry A. 
Kornemann, New York; John Martin, A. M., 
New York; Martin 8. Mathency, Tennessee ; 
Alfred W. Maynard, New York; William P. 
Meagher, Nova Scotia ; John A. Montgomery, 
New York; William O. Moore, New York; 
Joseph V. Mott, New York; David H. 
Mount, A. M., New Jersey; Dennis D. Mul- 
cahy, New York; Thomas Naughton, A. B., 
New York; Alfred E. Regensburger, New 
York; Joel H. Rieger, North lina ; 
Charles D. V. Romondt, New Jersey; John 
H. Seaburg, New York; Willington B. 
Searles, New York; .George L. Sinclair, 
Nova Scotia; Andrew B. Somers, Vermont ; 
M. Frederick Squire, New Jersey ; Samuel B. 
Stillwell, New York; Samuel Swift, Ph. B., 
New York; Thomas J. Thompson, A. B., 
New York; John R. Thompson, New York ; 
Cornelius G. Trow, A. B., Massachusetts ; 
Charles B. Ubler, Connecticut; John A. 
Webb, New York; Henry B. Webster, Nova 
Scotia; Nicholas Williamson, A. M., New 
York; Robert B. Wilson, New York ; Enoch 
D. Woodbridge, A. B., Vermont; Cari H. A 
Weidner. 

The names of the successful competitors for 
the prizes awarded to those who had written 
the best theses were then announced by Pro- 
fessor Dalton. He said that although there 
were but few prizes this year nearly every 
one of the theses written deserved honorable 
= both for their literary and scientific 


merit. 
Prize for best thesis—William T. Bull, A. 
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B., New York. Second prize to Peter A. E. 
Boetzkes. 

The following received honorable mention : 

Edward K. Henschell, New York; George 
OC. Sage, Alabama ; John H. Seabury, T. Nay- 
lor Bradford and Cornelius S. Crowe. The 
“Otis” prize—a case of surgical instruments— 
was awarded to Mr. F. W. Chapin, of New 
York. The prize of the Alumni Association, 
a check for $406, was given to French P. 
Poster, M. D., of the class of ’62. 

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher delivered 
an eloquent extempore address. He said that 
the mass of the people had, of late years, be- 
come more and more enlightened, and in a 
great many senses every man was his own 
doctor and his own lawyer, and the profes- 
sion must keep up with the times, as his own 
ministerial one had found itself compelled to 
do. They must teach mental and moral phil- 
osophy, and the doctrine of hygiene. Fresh 
air and the —— orb of day had come to 
be know as the great elements of health. 

He wound up by paying the profession a 
high compliment on their services during the 
late war, when, leaving home and comfort, 
and scorning death and danger, the disciples 
of Esculapius, were always “in the front” 
succoring the sick and wounded. 

During the exercises Grafulla’s Seventh 
regiment .band played several fine selections. 


JEFFERSON MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The Annual Commencement of this institu- 
tion took place on Saturday at the Academy 
of Music. The attendance of friends of the 
College was large. The proceedings were in- 
terspersed with music by the Germania or- 
chestra. Prayer was offered up by the Rev. 
John Chambers, and the Degree of Doctor of 
Medicine was conferred on the following gen- 
tlemen by the Hon. J. R. Burden, M. D.: 

From Pennsylvania—T. D. M.. Allison, E. 
B. G. Badger, D. N. Bertolette, Peter Beutel, 
A.S. Bonbrake, M. L. Bott, James A. Brush, 
M. D., M. J. Buck, Lewis Bush; W. C. Byers, 
C. H. Closson, David Crise, J. T. Criswell, N. 
A. Eshleman, J. F. Feick, H. M. Fisher, John 
F. Fisher, James A. Fitzpatrick, C. L. Frey, 
John B. Glenn, B. F. Greene, Jacob M. Gross, 
G. H. Hilliard, Wm. Lebo, A. J. Louder, 
Franklin Matthews, W. A. McUiure, I. J. 
Meals, James W. Mehard, J. H. Miles, A. B. 
Mitchell, Spencer Morris, M. D.. F. G. Mor- 
row, E. A. Mundorft, George B. Orlady, Wm. 
C. Parry, O. F. Person, 8S. 


. Pettigrew, C. F. 
Pflueger, O. P. Piper, Wm. Porter, W. J. 
Riggs, John A. Rynard, George W. Sample, 
F. A. Sharp, T. H. Sbarpnack, Charles A. 
Seigfried, E. R. Stone, Thomas A. Taylor, F. 
L. Trowbridge, A. 8. Uberroth, 8. J. Weaver, 


Geo. G. Wood—54. 

Ohio—Harrison Armstrong, H. Driesbach, 
Jas. Fraunfelter, P. 8. Greenamyer, L. W. 
ra ame A. G. Sellerds, M. D., G. S. Haly 
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Kentucky—E. M. Duncan, Jos. C. Hearne, 
J. W. Ishmael, J K. McCreary, Will N. Nel- 
son, F. W. Tierman, J. R. Waggener—7. 

West Virginia—J. W. Baker, Enos Amos, 
E. 8. Buffington, Charles S. Green, J. M. 
White—5. 

New Jersey—H. H. Pemberton, C. H. 
Shivers, Edwin Tomilnson, E. 8. Wynn, C. C. 
Vanderbeck—5. 

South Carolina—James H. Harrison, W. B. 
Harrison, H. M. Perry, Jno. M. Thompson--4, 

Tennessee—John B. Cummings, James H. 
Lenow, S. W. Sanford—3. 

D. A. Paschall, S. G. Cloud, Thomas 
H. Williams—3. 

New York—F. T. Cochran, Edward Rush- 
more, W. M. Walker-—3. 

oe anette G. M. Kollock, B. F. Fol- 
son—2. 

Illinois—E wing Dale, P. W. Farrar—2. 

Massachusetts—Charles A. Bemis, C. M. 


— 
“s rginia—M. F. Richards, Harry M. Dodd 


Georgia—A. G. Graham, G. T. Walton—2. 
Maryland—Jos. M. Emmert,8.W. Handy—2. 
Rhode Island—John H. Abbot—1. 
Arkavsas—John R. Dale—1. 

Alabama—T. L. Fountain—1. 

Indiana—S. W. Thompson, M. D.—1. 

Iowa—George G. Topping—1. 

Maine—Charles W. ihomen~1. 

Vermont—J. N. Norcross—1. 

Colorado—J. H. Reid; A. M.—1. 

Nova Scotia—John McK. Graham—t. 

Scotland— Donald McUallum—1. 

Prof. Joseph Pancoast, M. D., delivered the 
valedictory address. 

The degree of Doctor of Divini 
ferred upon the Rev. Henry 8 an and 
the Rev. J. H. Eccleston, and the degree of 
Doctor of Laws upon Hon. James T. Mitchell 
and Hon. Thomas K. Finletter, by the Board 
of Trustees. 


was con- 


A Monument to Horace Wells. 


Weare to notice that the city government 
of Hartford, Conn., has authorized a com- 
mittee to contract with T. H. Bartlett, the 
sculptor, for a statue of the late Dr. HORACE 
WELLS, of that city, the discoverer of anes- 
thesia, to be erected in the park. 

This is a well-deserved honor, for there is 
nothing plainer, or more capable of demon- 
stration, than that Horack WEtLs was the 
first person who employed an anesthetic in 
surgical operations. 


A Bad Spell! - 


A St. Louis pa er gives the following differ 
ent ways in which the word “ vaccinate’’ was 
spelled by as many parents in that city, in re- 
cent notes to school teachers, and there were 
sixty schools still to here from: “* Vacenate, 
vexinated, vexenated, vaxnate, waxnaded, 
vaccennate, waxnated, waxnite, vascennate, 





~ 
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vexnate, vacinated, faxeneted, vaxenated, 
vaxenaded, vaxnaden, waxenaded, vaccena- 
ted, vaxcineateing, vaxcineating, waxoated, 
waxineinghen, waxenated, wascinnated, was- 
cinatia, vexnated, wacsionated, wakenated, 
vaxciuated, waxneighen.” 

Did no one spell the word correctly ? 


——We desire to call our reader’s attention 
to “ Toner’s Medical Register and Directory 
of the United States.”” Comprising the names 
and post-office address of the physicians of the 
United States, the names and locations of 
medical colleges, hospitals, asylums, institu- 
tions, associations, etc., in the different States 
aod territories. By JosEPH M. Toner, M. D. 
8. W. Butler M. D.: Philadelphia, 1872. 


The want of a comprehensive and reliable 
Medical Register and Directory of the United 
States has been long and seriously felt by the 
profession. Such a work, similar in scope to 
the Medical Register issued annually in Great 
Britain, we are persuaded, will do more 
toward encouraging medical organization, and 
to unite and elevate the regular profession of 
our country, than any measure hitherto in- 
augurated. Dr. BUTLER is now making an 
earnest effort, and, with the co-pperation of 
our médical brethren throughout the country, 
will shortly present to the profession a Regis 
ter and Directory worthy of their confidence 
and support. It is desirable that the Register 
shall contain the name of every physician in 
the United States. For this pur @ circu- 
lar is sent to over fifty thousand physicians, 
me ey to publishing Dr. Toner’s Medical 

egister and Directory of the United States. 


That it may be as complete as gem wines appli- 
P 


cation is made directly to each physician, so 
as to avoid errors, and for confirmation or 
correction of data already collected, and to 


the profession. It contains the following in- 
quiries : 

Give name in full, with post-office address. 

Are youa graduate in the arts or sciences ? 
(Insert the name of college, and year of gradu- 
ation.) Honorary degrees in either confer- 
red? Name college. 

Are youa graduate in medicine? If not, 
have you attended medical lectures? How | 
many full courses? (Insert name of college 
or colleges, with date of graduation.) 

Do you belong to any medical society or 
Space (Insert name and locality of 
such. 

Name official position held. (Insert place 
of honor or trust held or elected to, with 
office or position now held in societies, hos- 
pitals, dispensaries, colleges, board of health, 
etc. Also, membership in scientific societies 
at home or gos | ; 

Have you served in the Army or Navy? 
(Insert duration of services and field of labor, 





with rank.) 
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Insert titles and dates of any medical works 
or papers you have puplished, 

Are you a general practitioner, or do you 
devote be pend to one or more specialties ? 
State which, or name of specialty. 

State under what class of practitioners you 
rank ayer ag regular, homeopathic, hydro- 
ae * eclectic, Thomsonian, etc. ame 
which. 

Give the names of as many physicians ad- 
dressed through your post-office as you can. 
Also the names of medical societies and 
organizations in your vicinity, with their 
officers. Also, the name of the coroner of 
your city or county. 

© you wish to subscribe for a copy of the 
REGISTER ? 

Price—till May, 1872,%5 ; after that, $6. 

Medical men of respectability and standing 
in the profession, especially, should be par- 
ticular to respond to the circular, that they 
may have their proper status in the REGISTER 
AND DIRECTORY. 


Physicians whose names are not found in 
this volume, or who may change their resi- 
dence, as well as those whose names or ad 
dress may be incorrectly printed, will consult 
their own interest as well as confer a favor 
by sending their names and address, with the 
corrections desired, to 8. W. BuTLER, M. D., 
Philadelphia, Pa.,so that they may appe-r 
properly in the next volume. This request is 
also extended to all medical institutions, asso- 
ciations and organizations in the United 
States, so that future issues may be as nearly 
accurate and complete as possible, 


Treatment of Hydrophobia. 


A correspondent cuts from an Ohio paper a 
description of 2 case of hydrophobia said to 
be successfully treated. About one grain of 
the sulphate of morphine was injected under 
the skin once in four hours, and a drachm 
of the powdered castor mixed with syrup, 
given internally. 

The effect was to produce sleep in about 
half an hour, which lasted about an hour and 
a half, when the convulsions returned at in- 
tervals of an hour to an hour and a half for 
twelve hours, when the last convulsion 
occurred, after which he suffered severely from 
obstinate vomiting for twenty-four hours, 
when that also ceased, leaving the patient com- 

tively easy, but very much prostrated. 
After that time he gradually improved, and 
now is, to all appearances, quite well. In ad- 
dition to the above treatment, small quanti- 
ties of chloroform were inhaled at times, and 
the patient was wrapped in a woolen 
wrung out of a warm solution of muriate of 
ammonia, eighteen to twenty grains to the 
ounce, after the convulsions had ceased. Es- 
pecial stress was laid on the castor as an anti- 
s)asmodic, but we question whether it acted 
with much efficiency. 
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Woman’s Medical College—Annual Commence- 
ment. 

The Twentieth Annual Commencement of 
the Woman’s Medical College took place yes- 
terday at Musical Fund Hall. There was a 
large attendance of the friends of the college. 
The Germania Orchestra performed a num- 
ber of popular pieces of music during the ex- 
ercises. 

After is yer by the Rev. Richarp NrEw- 
TON, D. D., the degree of Doctor of Medicine 
was conferred upon the following ladies by 
Mr, T. Morris Perot, President of the insti- 
tution. 

Frem Pennsylvania.—Elizabeth M. Ber- 
tolet, Melissa A. Bradley, Jane Kimmell Gar 
ver, Deborah K. Longshore, Esther L. W. 
Nippes. 

New York.—Amelia A. Christie, Sarah M. 
Eddy, 8. Augusta Wood. 

Ohio.—Eliza E. Judson, Helen L. Betis. 

Maine.—Eliza M. Babb. 

Massachusetts.—Sarah R. Monro. 

New Hampshire.—Frances E. White. 

The valedictory address to the graduates 
was delivered by Henry Hartshorne, M. D., 
a of Hygiene and Diseases of Chil- 

ren. 


Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. 


The fifty-first Annual Commencement of the 
Philadelphia College of Pharmacy took place 
last evening, at the Academy of Music, in the 
presence of a large audience. After appro- 
priate music by the orchestra, the degree of 
Graduate in Pharmacy was conferred on the 
graduates by DittwyNn Parris, President 
of the College. 


Enforced Vaccination. 


The General Assembly of Ohio has passed 
the following important act: 

A BILL ‘to provide for vaccination in the 
public schools of thie State, and to prevent 
the spread of small-pox therein. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Genera. As- 
sembly of the State of Ohio, That the several 
boards of education in this State shall have 
authority to make and enforce such rules and 
regulations to seeure the vaccination «of, and 
to prevent the spread of small-pox »mong the 
pupils attending or eligible to a'tend their re- 
spective schools as, in their opinion, the 
safety and interest of the public may require. 
It shall be the duty of the board of Health. 
town council, or trustees of townvhip, of every 
city, town, or township, on application of the 
board of education of said city, town, or town- 
ship, to provide without delay, at the public 
expense, the means of vaccination to such 
pupils as shall not be provided therewith by 
their respective parents or guardians. 

Sxc. 2. It shall be the duty of the president 
of every such board to call a meeting thereol, 
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for the purpose contemplated in this act, on 
the request of any member thereof. 
Sxzc. 3. This act shall take effect on itis 


passage. 


—— A physician in North Yarmouth, Me 
during the fifty years of his practice, has a 
propriated the proceeds of his profession 
services on Sundays to benevolent purpose 


QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Dr. John Kerr, Cedar Falls, Iowa, retiring from the pro- 
fession, desires to sell his medical library, consisting of 
standard works on the different branches of medicine, all 
in good order, or to exchange the books for others of a 
general character. Among his booksis nearly a complete 
file of the MEDICAL AND SureicaL REePorTsEr, the vol- 
umes bound in superior style up to 1865. Address him as 
above. 787 -1t* 


** Colleague,’’ Rochester, N. Y., will please send his name 
and address to Dr. Willard, 123 South 16th st., Philadelphia. 





> 


MARRIED. 





BARNES—LEINBERGER.—March 5th, at the residence 
of the bride’s parents, by Rev. Mr. Newell, Dr. R. H. 
Barnes and Chrissia A., any of Charles Leivberger, 
Esq.,.all ot Mereer county, Pa. 

BRowN—BARtON.—In Croydon, Vermont, by Rev. C. 
E. Hall, Dr Henry W. Brown and Miss Carrie N., daugh- 
ter of Moses Barton, Esq. 

CaRPENTKR—BrROWN.—In Crewn Point Center, N, Y., 
February Tih, by the Right Reverend W. H. A. Bissel’, D. 
‘>, Walter Carpenter, M. D., Protessorin the Medical 
Department of the University of Vermont, and Miss Ada- 
line T., daughter of George Brown, Esq of Crown Point. 

+ ULLER—KEYrs.—In Brooklyn, N. Y., February 7th, at 
the residences of Edward « ortiandt, by Rev. Edward ©, 
Fuller. S. Edward Fuller, M. D., of Brooklyn, and Miss 
Jeannie M.. only daughter of Alvah Keyes, Esq,, of Hart- 
land. Vt. 

KILBuURENE—KILe0uReNE—In Keokuk, Iowa, January 
17th, at Saint John’s Episcopal Church, Dr. Edwin A. 
Kilbourne, of Elgin, I!1., and Miss Lou Kilbourne, daugh- 
ter of Hon. Edward Kilbourne, of Ky. 


DIED. 


BonTroon—January 15, at Troy, New York, Anna 
Louise, elv est daughter of Dr. R. B, and Susan Bontevon 
aged 2) years. 

BeowER—At Lawrenceburg, Indiana, March 8th, 1872, 
after manv years of suffering, Samue) Sawyer Rrower, 
aged 27 years. youngest son of the late Dr. J. H. Brower. 

CoL¥—On the 15th inet., at Burl‘ngton, N. J., Eliza- 
het: G., daughter of the late Dr. N. W. and Rebecca 
Cole. 

Eckarp—February 29th. in Mayesville, 8. C., Mrs. Dr. 
J. R Fckard, of aston. Pa. 

Hrwit--'n New York, March 15th, Henry Stuart, 
youngest child of Dr H.8. and Catherine S. Hewit. 

Knox—At McKeesrort, Pa., Jan. 24th, Mrs, Elizabeth, 
the beloved wife of Wm Knox, M. D., and daughter of 
Thomss Kiddoo, in the 39th year of her - ge. 

KxapPp--On Thursday, March 14th, Adolfine, wife of 
Dr. Herman Kn-pp 

Dr KNaPP’s many friends wil’ sympathize with him in 
this deep affliction’ We understand that Mrs. KNAPP 
lost her life by betng thrown from her carriage while rid- 
ing with her husband, the horres taking fright at a pass- 
ing train of cars, and the driver timidly torraking his 

t. 


POseeon—Tp New York, on the 106 inst., of disease of 
the heart, Walter B. Osgood, son of Dr. J. W. D. Osgood, 
of Greenfield Mars. 

Sv1LeR—February 11 of heart disease. Christian Seiler, 
M. D., of Harrisburg, Pa,, in the sixty-eigbth year of his 
4 


STORER—At Worcester, Mass. Feb. 27, Emily E., wife 
of ao R. Storer, of Boston, aged 33 years and 8 
mon’ 





